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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The overarching goal of HFG in Bangladesh was to help transform health care financing in order to achieve
universal health coverage (UHC). HFG focused first on raising awareness at the national level, aiming to
develop a critical mass of professionals able to carry forward the UHC agenda in Bangladesh. HFG’s scope
then expanded to also raise awareness at subnational government levels and among non-government
actors, including journalists.

HFG’s Action Plan for UHC Communication arose from demand for knowledge about UHC by
professionals including journalists, so that they could continue to raise awareness about and advocate for
UHC. Activities were selected strategically, prioritizing direct interventions with national-level journalists
who were already working in the health arena. Connecting this particular group with core ideas about and
knowledge of UHC created momentum, increasing awareness and capacity among civil society and health
professionals, as well as providing input at the policy level from a countrywide perspective.

Between 2016 and 2018, HFG designed a series of activities and made progress towards increasing
awareness and translating learning into action for UHC. HFG worked with the Health Economics Unit
(HEU) of the Health Services Division within the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MOHFW). HFG
also partnered with the James P. Grant School of Public Health, BRAC University (JPGSPH) in 2016/17 to
implement a series of activities entitled, “Building awareness for UHC: Advancing the agenda in
Bangladesh.”

HFG also partnered with the Power and Participation Research Centre (PPRC) in 2017/18 to conduct
UHC dialogues and an advocacy series. These awareness activities leveraged the Healthy Bangladesh
platform, working with the Municipal Association of Bangladesh (MAB). The activities successfully engaged
local level journalists and policy stakeholders. A significant number of articles were published in local
newspapers, reflecting the attention generated by HFG-supported activities about UHC.

HFG continued to generate more in-depth knowledge about UHC among journalists, including members of
the Bangladesh Health Reporters’ Forum (BHRF), through several technical discussion sessions on UHC.
These sessions focused on in-depth exploration of the health financing and financial protection aspects of
UHC, and were implemented in partnership with the Institute of Health Economics (IHE) at the University
of Dhaka.

This report describes in detail HFG’s strategic communication activities with the media and journalists in
Bangladesh, and the accomplishments linked to advancing the UHC agenda. In total, HFG reached over 130
journalists who published over 150 articles on UHC related topics, in national and local media. Section 8
provides brief content analysis of these articles. HFG anticipates that these awareness activities will
continue through partners, stakeholders, and journalists.
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I. INTRODUCTION

The USAID-funded global Health Finance and
Governance (HFG) project is working in
Bangladesh to help transform health care
financing and achieve the objective of universal
health coverage (UHC). HFG has successfully
supported various strategic communication
activities focused on raising awareness about and
driving momentum towards achieving UHC,
drawing learnings from diverse issues, sectors,
geographies, and organizations, to increase
investment in people-centered health systems
and increase political will and citizen demand.

HFG has been working with the Health
Economics Unit (HEU) of the Health Services
Division within the Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare (MOHFW) to raise awareness and build
capacity, with a key objective of developing a
critical mass of professionals able to carry
forward the UHC agenda in Bangladesh. Between
2016 and 2018, HFG designed a series of
activities and made significant progress towards
increasing awareness and translating learning into
action for UHC. This included partnering with
the James P. Grant School of Public Health,
BRAC University (JPGSPH) in 2016/17 to
implement the program, “Building awareness for
Universal Health Coverage: Advancing the agenda in
Bangladesh.” The purpose was to raise
nationwide awareness and create momentum
among other partners for this cause.

In2017/18, HFG partnered with the Power and
Participation Research Centre (PPRC), a
national-level policy research center with
significant cross-sectoral convening capacity and
outreach, to undertake an innovative local level
UHC awareness initiative. HFG also leveraged
the Healthy Bangladesh platform, working with
the Municipal Association of Bangladesh (MAB).
The Healthy Bangladesh platform brings together
a highly credible pool of national resource
persons who aim to catalyze grass-root
ownership of the strategic health agenda,
including UHC. By collaborating with Healthy
Bangladesh, it was possible to expand the circle

of stakeholders and champions, while scaling up
policy-level interest and increasing social
visibility.

HFG worked closely with journalists through the
Bangladesh Health Reporters’ Forum (BHRF) and
the Press Institute of Bangladesh, to develop
their knowledge and build capacity to spread
messages about UHC, thus providing a critical
vehicle to progress the UHC agenda. HFG
organized several technical discussion sessions
with journalists on UHC, including members of
the BHRF in partnership with the Institute of
Health Economics (IHE) at the University of
Dhaka. These sessions focused on in-depth
exploration of the health financing and financial
protection aspects of UHC, continuing HFG’s
partnership with the HEU to raise awareness
about and build capacity for achieving UHC.

To ensure lasting commitment towards achieving
UHC in Bangladesh, HFG also involved health
sector leaders to increase political will through
strategic communication and the mass media.
This wider engagement and advocacy will help
sustain core UHC messages, and carry forward
knowledge and awareness about UHC, as a right
of the people of Bangladesh.

|.1 Objective of Engaging Journalists
and Media Outlets

HFG’s objective for engaging journalists and
media outlets was to generate awareness about
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the core concepts and different dimensions of 1.2 Activities and Target Audience
UHC, developing a ‘critical mass’ of well-placed
strategic stakeholders (at the policy and
practitioner levels, and in the public and non-
state sectors), to advocate for and pro-actively
engage in advancing the UHC agenda in

HFG organized different types of strategic
communication activities to reach different levels
of stakeholders and target audiences. Each of the
activities was designed carefully to address the
over-arching goals of UHC. The activities also

Bangladesh. aligned with different communication approaches
The specific objectives were to: and initiatives. The major activities included
% Raise awareness among specific groups of orientation sessions, courses, and policy
stakeholders at the policy and practitioner ~ dialogues, which were organized using different
levels about the core concept of UHC and methods to capitalize on individual and
its different components; organizational engagement. Target audiences

0,

* Enhance the capacity of different
stakeholders to analyze key health system

were mainly professionals from both the
government and non-governmental health sector,

Exhibit I: Overall Engagement Results

Journalists

More than 130 print and electronic journalists
connected on UHC awareness for action

130

Articles

150

more than 150 universal health coverage-related
news articles published

issues related to the delivery of effective and  as well as related sectors. In addition, HFG

quality health care services to all; and engaged journalists to strengthen their capacity
to multiply and sustain UHC messages. HFG built
¢ Facilitate the exchange of views, concerns, the capacity of journalists through several
experiencesy and |ea|~ning among intensive actiVitieS, ensuring more in-depth
stakeholders currently engaged in UHC knowledge to critically analyze country

perspectives of UHC, as well as to disseminate
more authentic news reports of interest to both
local and national policy level.

related activities through UHC advocacy.
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Exhibit 2: Strategic Communication Activities and Target Audiences

Orientation session with - Health journalists
journalists
Short course/workshop on UHC - Health journalists

with journalists

Roundtable discussion at Prothom - Government of Bangladesh (GOB)

- Wider population, mostly newspaper readers

- Wider population, mostly newspaper readers

- Health professionals

Alo - Policy makers - Wider population, mostly newspaper readers
- Non-governmental organizations - Civil society
(NGOs)
- Academia
- Journalists

UHC regional dialogue series and - Local government leaders

- Local communities

TV talk shows - Local health professionals - Wider population, mostly newspaper readers
- Teachers - Civil society
- Journalists - Students
- Civil society leaders - Parents

Technical sessions with - Health journalists

journalists

- Wider population, mostly newspaper readers
- Policy makers

- Civil society

Exhibit 2: Summary of Media Engagement and Media Mix for Raising UHC Awareness

Orientation session with Build awareness on core concepts of UHC among - Print
journalists journalists from different print and electronic media. -TV

- Digital
Short course/ Discuss, debate, and agree on the roles of, and the 18 - Print
workshop on UHC with methods to be used by, health journalists in building -TV
journalists both supply- and demand-side awareness of the - Digital

concepts, scope, and contents of UHC for the
population at large.

Roundtable discussion at To facilitate the exchange of views, experiences, and 13 - Print
Prothom Alo learning towards achieving awareness about UHC -TvV
among the audience. - Digital
District dialogue on UHC Awareness-building of local level stakeholders 70 - Print
encompassing clients, service providers, and community -TV
leaders to strengthen demand for progressing UHC. - Digital
Technical sessions with Improve the skills of health journalists in order to 22 - Print
journalists publish more effective reports or articles addressing -TV
health financing and financial protection issues of UHC. - Digital
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2. ORIENTATION SESSION WITH
JOURNALISTS

2.1  Activity Summary

In collaboration with HEU/MOHFW, HFG
partnered with JPGSPH to implement a strategic
communication activity titled, “Building awareness
for UHC in Bangladesh: Advancing the agenda
forward in 2016, to raise nationwide awareness
about UHC through advocacy and
communication.

As part of the activity, a half-day orientation
session was held on 24™ October 2016 at the
Shaheed Dr. Shamsul Alam Khan Milon
Conference Room at the Bangladesh Medical
Association (BMA) in Bhaban,

UHC is important because we vant t

objective of the session was to build awareness
about the core concepts of UHC (including its
scope and components) among journalists from
different print and electronic media outlets. Over
20 journalists and 10 resource persons
participated.

2.2  Highlights

e The Seven half-day session started with a
video documentary of several clips,
including one from the United Nations
General Assembly, another of the speech
delivered by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
at the World Health Assembly, and
animation with voice over explaining the
core concepts of UHC.

e Md. Ashadul Islam, Director General,

Photo: From left: Professor Malabika Sarker, Director Research, JPGSPH; Md. Shah Alamgir, Director General, Press
Institute of Bangladesh, Ministry of Information; and Md. Ashadul Islam, Director General, HEU, MOHFW in a discussion

with journalists from BHRF. Photo taken by JPGSPH.

Dhaka. The program was supported by the Press
Institute of Bangladesh and the BHRF. The

HEU, MOHFW, presented the core
concepts of UHC. Mr. Islam discussed the
role of different actors from within the
health sector, including government,
individuals/families, development partners,
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and NGO:s. He stressed that “to improve
coverage, we need to define the roles of
different sectors based on our context and
demand of our society”.

Professor Malabika Sarker, Director
Research, JPGSPH, shared a quick
overview about quality of care within the
context of UHC. She highlighted the
need for greater focus on prevention, and
emphasized the important role played by
health workers at all levels in a facility in
ensuring a functional health system.

Nadia Ishrat Alamgir, Senior Research
Fellow, JPGSPH, shared different country
experiences, highlighting how 24
developing countries have embarked on
the long journey towards UHC, with a
focus on expanding coverage for the
poor.

Dr Nahitun Naher, Senior Research
Associate, JPGSPH, shared findings from a
study conducted by JPGSPH on
“Qualitative insights into promotion of
pharmaceutical products in Bangladesh: how
ethical are the practices?”’. She focused on
out-of-pocket (OOP) expenditure, which
is 64 percent, and the cost of medicine,
which accounts for 65 percent of OOP.
She noted that drug manufacturing
facilities were established in the 1950’s in
Bangladesh, and the national drug policy
was introduced in 1982.

During discussions with participants, Mr.
Porilmol Palma from The Daily Star
mentioned that “rather than generating
more money, our focus should be on efficient

allocation of existing resources.” He also
noted that “more innovative methods are
needed to generate resources at the local
and national level”.

e In his concluding remarks, Md. Shah

Alamgir, Director General, Press Institute

of Bangladesh, encouraged increased
involvement by journalists in such
sessions, so that they could work
together to help achieve UHC in
Bangladesh.

Md. Ashadul Islam, Director General, HEU,
MOHFW, welcomed the participants.

s B
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In his concluding remarks, Md. Shah Alamgir,
Director General, Press Institute of Bangladesh,
thanked the organizers, presenters and
participants.
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to generate demand for health services as a
human right.

Photo: Md. Ashadul Islam, Director General, HEU, MOHFW in a discussion during the UHC dinner reception with over 30

-

\ i [

senior officials from government, non-government, and academic institutions. Participants included the Health Secretary, Mr. Md.

Sirazul Islam. Photo taken by Sohel Rana, HFG.

3. UHC DAY DINNER RECEPTION

A UHC dinner reception event was held on 12
December 2016 for high level government
officials to commemorate UHC day. The guests
discussed the meaning of UHC and sought to
dispel misconceptions about this important
concept. They also debated Bangladesh's
preparedness toward UHC, political
commitment at the highest level, options to
overcome barriers related to health financing,
approaches to ensure equitable access to quality
health services and essential medicines, and how
to raise awareness among the wider population

The reception was held at the Hotel Le Meridien,
and was attended by over 30 senior officials from
government, non-government, and academic
institutions. Guests included four Director
Generals, two retired Health Secretaries, and the
new Health Secretary, Mr. Md. Sirazul Islam.
Secretary Islam spoke about the government’s
commitment to UHC, noting that “UHC is
ambitious but achievable” and “Bangladesh will
reach the UHC target, as we did for the Millennium
Development Goals, if we all work together.”
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4. ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION ON
UHC AT PROTHOM ALO

On 5% March 2017, a half-day roundtable policy
discussion on UHC was organized with one of
the largest circulation daily Bangla newspapers,
Prothom Alo.

Fourteen national policy experts took part in the
dialogue held at the Prothom Alo office. It was
geared towards government officials, academia,
development partners, policy-makers, and
economists. The dialogue was chaired by

Hasan, Ex-President, BMA; Dr. Igbal Arslan,
Dean, Faculty of Basic Science and Para Clinical
Science, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical
University (BSMMU); Dr. Shakil Ahmed, Senior
Health Economist, World Bank; Miranda
Beckman, Deputy Director, Office of Population,
Health, Nutrition, and Education, USAID;
Hossain Ishrath Adib, Head of Education,
JPGSPH, BRAC University; Dr. Rumana Huque,
Professor, Department of Economics, University
of Dhaka; and Md. Ruhul Amin, Director,
Directorate General of Drug Administration
(DGDA). Matiur Rahman, Editor, Prothom Alo,

@ W6 k039
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Photo: Participants of the half-day roundtable policy discussion on UHC on 5" March 2017 organized
with one of the largest circulation daily Bangla newspapers, Prothom Alo;. Photo taken by JPGSPH.

Mohammed Nasim MP, the Honorable Health
Minister, MOHFW, and panelists included: Dr.
Hossain Zillur Rahman, Executive Director,
PPRC; Prof. Dr. Abul Kalam Azad, Director
General, Directorate General of Health Services,
MOHFW; Md. Shah Alamgir, Director General,
Press Institute Bangladesh; Dr. Abdul Ehsan Md.
Mohiuddin Osmani, Joint Chief, Planning Wing,
MOHFW; Muslim Chowdhury, Additional
Secretary, Ministry of Finance; Dr. Mahmud

also joined the session given its high profile.

4.1 Objective and Expected Outcomes

The overall objective of the policy dialogue series
was to facilitate the exchange of views,
experiences, and learning, to increase awareness
about UHC among policy-makers, implementers,
and the wider public.
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4.2

Objectives for Policymakers and

Implementers

4.3

e To develop understanding among
stakeholders of individual and agency
roles vis-a-vis advancing UHC in
Bangladesh’s long-term health strategy.

e To mobilize and consolidate efforts by
GOB, development partners, and
stakeholders to achieve UHC and
alleviate poverty.

Objectives for Prothom Alo Readers

e To improve understanding of UHC,
focusing on how OOP expenditure is
contributing to poverty, as well as
constraints, concerns, challenges, and
possible solutions for accessing quality
essential services at an affordable cost.

e To motivate demand for quality health
services and lower OOP costs.

Roundtable discussion participants expressed
their enthusiasm and desire for UHC in
Bangladesh, highlighting their commitment to
work towards achieving UHC. In his closing
remarks, Honorable Health Minister Nasim
commended the session, which had included
important and relevant panelists. He
highlighted the challenges of ensuring UHC
for the more than 160 million people in
Bangladesh, and the need for more resources
and hard work. He also emphasized the
Government’s commitment to and
achievements in the health sector.

Engagement of media and journalists for progressing UHC

“UHC is important for the health care
of the country, but a shortage of

resources makes it difficult to achieve.
To achieve UHC in Bangladesh, we
need more budgetary allocation in this
sector for infrastructural development
and for recruiting more doctors,
nurses, and technicians.”- Md. Nasim,

Honorable Minister, MOHFWV.

Prothom Alo published a full-page
supplement on the roundtable on 6t
April 2017, available here:
http://epaper.prothom-
alo.com/view/dhaka/2017-04-06/17




u HFG Bangladesh

5. PARTICIPATORY WORKSHOP
WITH HEALTH JOURNALISTS:
FINANCIAL PROTECTION AND
UNIVERSAL HEALTH COVERAGE

A three-day residential workshop was held from
1*-3" August 2017, titled 'Participatory Workshop
for Health Journalists: Financial Protection and
Universal Health Coverage' at Savar, BCDM under
the program ‘Building Awareness for UHC in
Bangladesh: Advancing the Agenda in Bangladesh’.
The workshop was organized through the
Center for Excellence - UHC, JPGSPH, BRAC
University in collaboration with BHRF and the
Press Institute Bangladesh.

5.1 Objective of the Workshop

The objective of the workshop was to debate
and agree on the roles of, and methods to be
used by, health journalists to build both supply-
and demand-side awareness about the concepts,
scope, and contents of UHC among the wider
population. The issues discussed were based on
identified ‘needs’ of health reporters. More
specifically, the workshop aimed:
% To motivate and capacitate journalists to
report on health issues from a ‘critical’
(investigative) point of view, with a focus
on UHC and advocacy for UHC.

¢ To motivate and capacitate journalists to
focus on public aspects of health issues,
using a ‘health system’ lens while
reporting, and thus helping raise
awareness among the population about
holding government to account (e.g.,
demanding ‘more health for money’ and
‘more money for health’).

¢ To discuss in detail some identified issues
on UHC (e.g., health care financing and
national health accounts, as well as
existing health insurance models and
challenges and opportunities for their
implementation).

5.2

» . 3 )

3

>

Mr. Igbal Sobhan Chowdhury, Media Adviser to
the Honorable Prime Minister, inaugurated the
workshop, and emphasized that health journalists
could play a very important role to help achieve

UHC in Bangladesh.

Garment worker, Alpona Halder (right), sharing
her experience during an interview with Sebika
Debnath (left), staff reporter for the Daily Sangbad
and member of the BHRF, as a part of the

workshop.

Highlights

e In his inaugural speech, Mr. Igbal Sobhan

Chowdhury emphasized the critical role
of health journalists in advancing the
UHC agenda. He encouraged journalists
to work as watchdogs for all public health
issues. He also advised newspaper and
media outlets to have at least one health
reporter covering UHC.
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Md. Ashadul Islam defined health finance,
and focused on innovative strategies
relevant to Bangladesh’s socio-cultural
context to achieve UHC. He noted the
need to develop Bangladesh’s own

Essential Service Package to ensure UHC.

Professor Rumana Huque presented,
‘Where do resources come from, how are
they distributed, what are the services, and
who gets that service?” Professor Rumana
commenced her presentation with
general revenue taxation, OOP payment,
and donor aid. She discussed the
challenges of health financing and an
unregulated private sector, the negligible
role of voluntary health insurance,
reductions in donor contributions, and
the inadequate contribution of NGOs.

Professor Syed Abdul Hamid talked about

pre-payment mechanisms and health

) Wi}

insurance. He focused on health
insurance examples in Bangladesh,
including Sajida Foundation and Grameen
Kalyan, including their successes and
challenges. He emphasized the
importance of formal health insurance,
such as the insurance scheme at Dhaka
University and Grameen phone.

On the second day of the workshop, a
field visit was arranged at the
Gonoshasthyo Kendro health centre
located in Panishail, Savar. Journalists
visited three different health insurance
schemes operated by the Panishail centre.
Returning from the field, three groups
prepared and presented reports on the
respective programs they had visited.

b fﬁ

i

A snapshot of participants along with the guests of the 'Participatory Workshop for Health Journalists:

Financial Protection and UHC'. Photo: Sohel Rana, HFG
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6. UHC DIALOGUES, ADVOCACY
SERIES, AND TV TALK SHOWS

HFG partnered with PPRC to raise awareness
about and advocate for UHC through a series of
regional (divisional and sub-divisional) dialogues
with civic walks and TV talk shows, titled
‘PRERONA: Building Awareness for UHC in
Bangladesh: Divisional and Sub-divisional Level UHC
Dialogues.” This program was a follow-on to a
complementary program held at the national
level supported by HFG and implemented by
JPGSPH, BRAC University in 2016 and 2017.

PRERONA, meaning ‘inspiration’ in Bangla,
consisted of a common package of activities
implemented in ten selected districts and capital
Dhaka from July 2017 to May 2018.

- - _ =
N

=31

and Rangamati. Each included a multi-stakeholder
dialogue and a civic walk in partnership with the
Municipal Association of Bangladesh (a country-
wide platform of city mayors). The goal was to
develop awareness about UHC and increase
commitment towards it as something of benefit
to all Bangladeshis.

PERONA was designed with special focus on
engaging local level media outlets and journalists
to multiply efforts and advocacy activities.
Resource persons, the PPRC team, and the
partner mayor in each local municipality,
attended a debriefing session with local
journalists after each dialogue, thus reaching
significant numbers of local journalists and media
professionals. Local journalists and media

.

Y .“':‘

Photo: A multi-stakeholder dialogue in the municipality hall of Jhenaidah held on |3" August 2017. Organized

by PPRC in partnership with MAB.

The activities included civic walks, multi-
stakeholder dialogues, and post-dialogue TV talk
shows on lessons and policy implications from
the dialogues. District level full-day events were
held at Dhaka, Nilphamari, Patuakhali, Pabna,
Satkhira, Jhenidah, Manikganj, Sylhet, Noakhali,

professionals showed keen interest in learning
about UHC, and subsequently published a large
number of relevant news articles in local and
national newspapers. (Please see separate of
reports for each of the dialogues).
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6.1 Objective of the TV Talk Shows

The TV talk shows were designed for a national
audience, using a format intended to engage
popular interest in PRERONA objectives and
highlight issues from the regional dialogues.
PPRC media links were leveraged to engage
Channel i, a national TV channel with high
viewership. The channel has a long-running talk-
show, Tritiyo Matra (‘Third Eye’), which looks
critically at issues of contemporary interest. Both
Channel i and PPRC were cognizant of the
importance of customizing the discussion for a
TV audience.

The broad theme of the talk shows were UHC

priorities of accessible, quality, and affordable

healthcare in Bangladesh. The discussion

revolved around two thematic and four

operational issues:

e UHC and the Sustainable Development Goals
for health;

e Access to and quality of healthcare;

e Cost burdens and affordability of healthcare;

e Viable innovations being pioneered in the
field on the above;
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Dr. Sukumar Sarker, Senior Technical and Policy
Advisor Office of Population, Health, Nutrition
and Education, USAID Bangladesh participated as
a panelist of the TV talk show on UHC at
Channel i's Tritiyo Matra, aired on 30t December,
2017.

e Awareness about healthcare and social
determinants of health; and
Healthy Bangladesh — the importance of health
promotion.

A panel of guests — local and national -
participated in each talk-show with different key
themes identified for each show—see Exhibit 3.

a utuhc.cum/triti_vomg‘ -
\D .

USAID’s HFG project and its partner PPRC hosting a TV talk-show with Tritiyo Matra at Channel-i,
on 29" December 2017 to raise awareness about UHC

7. UHC TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS
WITH JOURNALISTS

Several journalists expressed a particular interest
in learning more about health financing, health
insurance, and financial protection for UHC. A
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series of five technical discussiBi¥REsBHRfedeY TalkRiiNaRAs FBRIBHRF who had already been

therefore organized from November 2017 to

Talk Show
Airing Dates

First episode

23rd August 2017
Link:
https://www.youtu

be.com/watch?v=T
vhPDmEZ0dg

Second Episode

20th November
2017

Link:

https://www.youtu
be.com/watch?v=
Xj9wWJZ_ichY

Third Episode
18th December
2017

Link:

https://www.youtu
be.com/watch?v=4
6YMZ8m0QeM

Fourth Episode

29th December
2017

Link:
https://lwww.youtu
be.com/watch?v=a
Hp2WXmabjs&t=
9s

April 2018 to continue engagement with

Moderators and Panels

Moderator:

Md. Zillur Rahman, Director, Tritiyo Matra, Channel i

Panel:

Dr. Zafrullah Chowdhury, Founder, Gano Shashthaya Kendra

Professor Dr. Tahmina Banu, Director, Chittagong Research Institute
of Child Surgery & Core Member, Healthy Bangladesh

A. M. M. Nasiruddin, Former Health Secretary & Core Member,
Healthy Bangladesh

Saidul Karim Mintu, Mayor, Jhenaidah Pourashava

Hossain Zillur Rahman, Executive Chairman, PPRC & Convener,
Healthy Bangladesh

Moderator:

Md. Zillur Rahman, Director, Tritiyo Matra, Channel i

Panel:

Dr. Rashidee Mahbub, Former President, BMA & Professor, Ibrahim
Medical College

Dr. M.A. Faiz, Former Director General, Health
Dewan Kamal Ahmed, Mayor, Nilphamari

Nishat Majumdar, |st Female Everest Climber & Member, Healthy
Bangladesh

Hossain Zillur Rahman, Executive Chairman, PPRC & Convener,
Healthy Bangladesh

Moderator:

Md. Zillur Rahman, Director, Tritiyo Matra, Channel i

Panel:

National Professor Brig, (retd.) Abdul Malik, Founder-President,
National Heart Foundation & Former Health Adviser, Caretaker
Government

Dr. Nazmun Nabhar, Director General, Bangladesh Institute of

Research and Rehabilitation for Diabetes, Endocrine and Metabolic &

President, Doctors for Health and Environment

Dr. Naseem Ahmed, Chairman, Noorjahan Hospital and President,
Sylhet Private Hospitals and Diagnostic Centre Association

Taskin Ahmed Chisty, Mayor, Satkhira

Hossain Zillur Rahman, Executive Chairman, PPRC & Convener,
Healthy Bangladesh

Moderator:

Md. Zillur Rahman, Director, Tritiyo Matra, Channel i

Panel:

Dr. Sukumar Sarkar, Senior Technical and Policy Advisor, Office of
Population, Health, Nutrition and Education, USAID/Bangladesh

Dr. Hossain Zillur Rahman, Executive Chairman, PPRC and Convener

Prof. Dr. Mohsin Zillur Karim, Cardiologist
Dr. Salahuddin Ahmed, former Governor, Bangladesh Bank
Joshna Ara Begum, Councilor, Satkhira Municipality.

oriented by HFG on UHC, as well as to engage

Core Topics

The role of community support
platforms in improving the
performance of health facilities;
and outreach programs to
facilitate downward referrals
(i.e., taking specialist care to
grass-root facilities).

The rising non-communicable
disease burden; impact of
urbanization on health; the
state of health facilities at the
grass-root level; the
importance of the preventive
agenda.

The reality of the health
workforce and the OOP
burden; engagement of the
corporate sector, and in
particular, use of corporate
social responsibility towards
UHC goals.

Quality in healthcare and the
OOP burden.

new journalists. The five sessions were held at



IHE in the University of Dhaka, with specific
media outputs.

The purpose of the technical discussion sessions
was to develop a group of media professionals
with more in-depth knowledge about UHC so
they could carry forward the UHC agenda in
Bangladesh. The sessions were also designed to
improve the skills of health journalists to publish
more effective reports and articles addressing
the health financing and financial protection
issues of UHC, including high OOP payments,
particularly for the poor.

HFG

subsequently published 55 news articles in
leading national newspapers and online portals,
as well as via television.

1.1 Objective of the Technical
Discussions

The overarching objective of the technical
discussions was to improve the skills of health
journalists in order to publish more effective

Y |

A snapshot of the technical discussion session with journalists on UHC in the IHE, University of Dhaka on | It
December 2017; from right: Dr. S.A. Hamid, Director, IHE, Mr. Nuruzzaman, Director General (in charge), HEU,

MOHFW, Dr. Mursaleena Islam, Country Manager, HFG Bangladesh, and journdlist participants.

partnered with Dr. Syed Abdul Hamid, Director
of IHE, University of Dhaka, and BHRF, to
organize the technical discussion sessions.

Each half-day discussion covered various topics,
including the concept of prepayment
mechanisms, governance issues in the health
sector, the importance of needs-based resource
allocation for the country’s health sector, the
Bangladesh Health Care Financing Strategy 2012-
2032, and innovative financing options and their
feasibility in Bangladesh. Twenty-two health
journalists participated in the five sessions, and

reports or articles addressing health financing
and financial protection issues of UHC, including
OOP payments, particularly for the poor. A
three-hour monthly session focused on the
underlying factors of high OOP payments was
held at IHE for five consecutive months. The first
session provided an overview of UHC, including
diagnosis of the underlying factors of high OOP
payments. The subsequent sessions dealt with
one or more underlying factors of UHC. At the
end of each session, a group of journalists was
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identified based on their preferences/interests to
prepare a media piece. Research Assistants from
IHE helped the journalists to find relevant
information from both secondary and primary
sources. The journalists also undertook field
visits to collect case study material.

The journalists participated actively in the
sessions and prepared media pieces individually
based on the issues discussed during the
sessions. The closing session was held on 10
April 2018. This started with a question and
answer session on the issues covered during the
earlier discussion sessions. The session also
covered cross-cutting issues, such as major
factors and implications of the costing of the
Essential Service Package ESP, governance, and
the stewardship role of MOHFW for urban
primary health care. Dr. Mursaleena Islam,
Country Manager, HFG Bangladesh emphasized
the importance of sustaining efforts, and
encouraged the journalists to work as
ambassadors for achieving UHC in Bangladesh.

Mr. Nurul Islam Hasib, Senior
Correspondent at bdnews24.com collecting
his participation certificate from Prof. Dr.
Syed Abdul Hamid, Director, IHE,
University of Dhaka; Md. Nuruzzaman,
former Director of HEU of MOHFW; and
Dr. Mursaleena Islam, Country Manager,
HFG Bangladesh during the closing
technical discussion session with journalists
on UHC, Health Financing and Financial
Protection, 10" April 2018. Photo: Tanver

Hossain, HFG.

The workshop ended with a knowledge sharing
session on 3™ August on the roles of the health
journalists in building awareness on UHC
concepts, scope, and contents for the wider
population, with participation by the renowned
journalists from the Bangladesh Health Reporters
Associations.



HFG Bangladesh

8. ANALYSIS OF PUBLISHED NEWS
ARTICLES

HFG’s work with journalists and media outlets
focused on strategic audience engagement in
order to raise awareness about UHC among
target audiences, increase engagement, and drive
momentum towards UHC in Bangladesh. HFG’s
primary objective, to raise awareness and build
capacity to develop a 'critical mass' of
professionals able to carry forward the UHC
agenda in Bangladesh, was achieved over the
period (2012-2018) — HFG was able to develop a
pool of journalists though direct interventions
and partner leverage, who demonstrated
optimum enthusiasm to continue their writing
and generate socio-cultural momentum for UHC
in Bangladesh.

8.1 Media Mix

HFG achieved a considerable media mix through
its strategic communication efforts, working with
both traditional and digital media to mainstream
UHC messages, keep audiences engaged, and
progress the UHC agenda in Bangladesh.

HFG worked with a wide range of journalists by
leveraging BHRF and the Press Institute of
Bangladesh, and ensuring UHC messages,
information and thoughts directly reached a wide
audience. TV talk shows with the popular
Channel i’s Tritiyo Matra program and roundtable
policy discussion with the largest circulation daily
Bangla newspaper, Prothom Alo, helped attract
attention from policymakers, and has been
documented as a policy guideline for the future.

In addition to conventional media, HFG
broadcast project outputs and success stories on
its website (www.hfgproject.org), with a dedicated
page for Bangladesh. USAID Bangladesh also

USAID Bangladesh posted social media
stories on their official Facebook page
featuring the major accomplishments of HFG
in 2017 to celebrate UHC day in Bangladesh
(https://www.facebook.com/USAID.Banglade

sh/?ref=br_rs).

HFG’s website featuring Bangladesh stories
(https://www.hfgproject.org/building-
understanding-universal-health-coverage-
bangladesh/).

posted stories on social media, using their official
Facebook page to feature the major
accomplishments of HFG in 2017 to celebrate
UHC day in Bangladesh. In addition, the talk
shows remain available via the YouTube channel
of Channel i’s Tritiyo Matra program (please see
the links in Exhibits 4), and the roundtable policy
discussions are available on Prothom Alo’s online
version.


http://www.hfgproject.org/
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8.2 Content Analysis of Published News Articles

In total, over 130 national and local journalists
attended the different UHC events. HFG
archived a total of 153 news articles and reports
published in local and national newspapers.

All 153 articles were reviewed. The breakdown
by topic of the articles can be summarized as
follows (each article may be listed under more
than one topic):

UHC topics in English - 23

UHC topics in Bangla - 73

Health financing - 63

Quality of care - 40

While many articles focused on health
awareness, multiple topics were often included in
the same news article.

Of the 153 articles, 78 covered events, such as
the UHC Day celebration or the district
dialogues.

We conducted more in-depth analysis of the
remaining 75 news articles to explore and

analyze discussion of critical issues related to
UHC. Using the WHO’s Health Systems
Framework as a guide, each article was matched
with one health system building block as its
primary topic (see Exhibit 5):

e 29 articles were published on health care
financing costs, OOP expenditures, and
the importance of health insurance;
journalists clearly identified health care
financing as the an important concern in
terms of achieving UHC in Bangladesh.

e |5 articles covered health service
delivery and related topics.

e |1 articles covered health governance
related issues.

e 8 articles were published on health
information, awareness and research
topics.

e 7 articles covered abuse of
medical technology and quality of
medicines.

e 5 articles focused on health workforce
and related topics.

Exhibit 5: Topic Wise Distribution of 75 News Articles based on WHO’s Health System Framework




HFG Bangladesh

9. WAY FORWARD

USAID’s HFG project has been working in
Bangladesh to help transform health care
financing towards the objective of achieving
UHC. The project has successfully stimulated
media engagement, working with journalists as a
critical vehicle for “Building awareness for UHC:
Advancing the agenda in Bangladesh”.

HFG’s focus on strategic communication has
generated a considerable amount of information
from different resources groups, providing a
solid knowledge base for health journalists to

sustain and multiply UHC messages. Recognizing
that journalists and media sources have their
own opinions and perspectives, HFG has
provided more in-depth understanding about
UHC-related topics, developing a critical mass of
professionals versed in relevant issues and with
the capacity to present their own viewpoints.
BHRF leadership and members have expressed
their desire to continue raising awareness about
UHC, and HFG strongly believes that the media
and journalists will sustain knowledge and
awareness about UHC for change in Bangladesh.
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10. ANNEXES

Annex I: List of the particapents in the ‘Orientation session with Journalists’ on 24th

October 2016

List of Participants

# Name Designation and Sex | Email Contact
Organization Number

I. | Shah Alamgir Director General, PIB M dgpib@yahoo.com

2. | Fariduddin Akmed Staff reporter, The M farid2643@gmail.com 01711583943
Daily Manabzamin

3. | YesminPeau Staff reporter, Daily F yesmin.peau@gmail.com 01718046108
Ittefaq

4. | Ainal Hossain Senior reporter, M ainal.hossain@yahoo.com 01713067659
BonikBarta

5. | Rana Staff (Photo), Bangla M Ranaphoto24@gmail.com 01717696874
new24.com

6. | Raybangshi Roy Staff reporter, Daily F raybonghi7 | @gmail.com 01720565198
Samakal

7. | Rashed Rabbi Staff reporter, Daily M write2rabbi@gmail.com 01911722603
Jugantor

8. | Masudur Rahman Camera, Chennel | M 01768607725

9. | Tapan Camera, ITV M 01755533699

10. | Sebika Debnath Staff reporter, Daily F sebikadebnath@yahoo.com 01712175017
Sangbad

1. | Mazadul Noyon Senior Correspondent, | M mazadul.noyon@gmail.com 01784112400
Bangla news 24.com

12. | Hamim al Kabir Senior reporter, M hamimuk@gmail.com 0171162146
Nayadiganta

13. | Jahid Hasan App. St. reporter, Jai Jai | M jahid.du508@gmail.com 01710206980
Din

14. | Md. MohiuddinMahi | Senior reporter, Dhaka | M mcjmahi@gmail.com 01916760352
Times

I5. | TaufigMaruf President, BHRF M toufigmaruf@gmail.com

16. | HasanShohel Staff reporter, Daily M hasanshohel03@gmail.com 01911614393
Ingilab

17. | Porimal Palma Senior reporter, The M porimal25@yahoo.com 01912816485
Daily Star

18. | Md. Morshadur Senior reporter, BSS M pmorsh@yahoo.com 01749416890

Rahman

19. | Rifat Islam Tisha Sub-editor, Dhaka F islamrifat@gmail.com 01835868308
Tribune

20. | Mahbuba Zannat Reporter, Independent | F mahbuba_zannat@yahoo.com 01911925865
TV

21. | Tarik Hasan Shariar | Senior reporter, Daily M tarik | 418@gmail.com 01983872664
Sun
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22.

JannatulBakyiaKeka

Senior staff
Correspondent,
Channel i

zb_keka@yahoo.com

01711050818

23.

Md. Ashadul Islam

Director General, HEU,
MoHFW

2i6207 @yahoo.com

01817109119

24,

Dr. Malabika Sarker

Director (Research),
JPGSPH, BRAC
University

malabika@bracu.ac.bd

01743876921

25.

Md. ShohelRana

Project Associate, HFG
Project, Abt. Associates

Sohel_Rana@abtassoc.com

01911369052

26.

Dr. TaufiqueJoarder

Assistant Professor,
JPGSPH, BRAC
University

tjoarder@bracu.ac.bd

01715167977

27.

Nadia IshratAlamgir

Senior Research fellow,
JPGSPH, BRAC
University

nishrat@bracu.ac.bd

01552320789

28.

Dr. NahitunNaher

Senior Research
Associate, JPGSPH,
BRAC University

meher.jerin@bracu.ac.bd

01918871654

29.

Meher Nigarjerin

Advocacy and
Communication
Manager, JPGSPH,
BRAC University

nahitun.naher@bracu.ac.bd

01799430355

JPGSPH, BRAC
University

30. | Md. Tarek Hossain | Senior Research m.tarek@bracu.ac.bd 01912147121
Associate, JPGSPH,
BRAC University

31. | Anup Kumar Paul Research Associate, anup.kumar@bracu.ac.bd 01776513052
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Annex 2: Session agenda of participatory workshop with health journalists 'Participatory
workshop for health journalists: Financial protection and Universal Health Coverage'

Day |
10:00 AM Start from Dhaka
11:30 AM Registration and tea break
12:00-1PM o Introduction (participants and resource persons) =30 min Program Team
o Rationale and objectives of this workshop Nadia Ishrat Alamgir, Senior Research
o Topics identified for the workshop and relevance to UHC and Fellow, JPGSPH, BRAC University
house-keeping -5 min
o Expected outcomes from the workshop-10 min Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed, Consultant
o Inaugural speech-15 min Mr. Ashadul Islam, DG, HEU, MoHFW
Dr. Syed Masud Ahmed, Director, CoE-
UHC
Dr. Mursaleena Islam, Country Manager,
HFG
and
Mr. Igbal Sobhan Chowdhury- Media
Advisor to the Hon’ble Prime Minister,
Editor, The Daily Observer
1-2 PM Lunch

2:00-3:30 PM

UHC : Core concept and Bangladesh perspective-10 min

Mr. Ashadul Islam

Where do resources come from and how it is distributed-

20 min

o Sources of funding

o Current and proposed mechanism for resource distribution
for health

o Example and comparison: SEA, other developing countries

o Data source-BNHA

Dr. Rumana Huque, Professor department

of Economics, University of Dhaka

Probing and quick discussion-20 min

o QI/A: Clarity on content

o Additional information

o How these information will be used in reporting

Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed

o What are the services and who gets that services-20
min

o Concept of Benefit package

Essential Service Package of Bangladesh and other similar

countries

o

Dr. Rumana Huque

Probing and quick discussion-20 min
Q/A: Clarity on content
Additional information

o
o
o
o How these information will be used in reporting

Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed

3:30 - 3:45 PM

Tea Break

3:45-4:45 PM

Pre-payment mechanism/ health Insurance and Some

examples from Bangladesh-40 min

o Key concepts of Health Insurance- Purchaser-provider split,
adverse selection, moral hazard, premium, deductible, co-
payment, co-insurance

o Bangladesh Examples

Dr. S.A Hamid, Professor, Institute of
Health Economics, University of Dhaka

Probing and quick discussion-20 min

o  Q/A: Clarity on content

o Additional information

o How these information will be used in reporting

Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed

4:45 - 5:00 PM

Tea Break

5:00-6:30 PM

Introduction: Objective and purpose of the group work-10
min

Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed
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Review recent health reports in newspapers and group
discussion on those reports with suggestions -50 min

- Universal health coverage concept

- Resource allocation and challenges

- Service provision: type and service and population

- Different pre-payment mechanism

Group presentation & disucsison-30 min

Health Journalists

6:30-7:00 PM

Scientific, popular and important sources for data and
information-10 min

Nadia Ishrat Alamgir

o Instruction on individual assignment to be submitted on
the last day

o Instruction on field assignment

o Q & A and discussion on field assignment

Program team and Health Journalists

Day 2

9:00- 9:15 AM | Recap on Ist Day Health Journalists
9:30-1:00 PM Field visit

1:30-2:30 PM Lunch

2:30-5:30 PM

Group work on field assignment with tea break

Health Journalists

5:30-6:30 PM

Group presentation

All resource persons

7:00 PM Dinner and cultural night
onward
Day 3
09:00-10:30 Experience sharing on country health financing-Thailand, Philippines | Shishir Moral, Special Reporter, The Daily
AM and India & discussion on applicability in Bangladesh Prothom-Alo
Toufiq Maruf, Senior Reporter, Kaler Kontho
Siaful Islam Shamim, Senior Journalist,
Bangladesh Shonbad Shongstha
and Health Journalists
10:30-12:30 Review of individual assignment and feedback Mr. Shah Alamgir, DG, PIB
PM Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed
12:30-1:00 PM | Discussion on Health Journalists
-Value addition and application of the this learning for raising
demand side awareness
-Way forward
12:00-12:30 How CoE-UHC can help as resource centre for the health CoE-UHC team
PM journalists
12:30-1:00 PM | Certificate giving ceremony Mr. Shah Alamgir, DG, PIB
Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed
Dr. Mursaleena Islam
1:00-1:15 PM Closing remarks
1:15: 1:30 PM | Vote of thanks Organizers

1:30-2:30 PM

Lunch

2:30 PM

Start from Savar
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Annex 3: List of Participants for participatory workshop with health journalists

SL | Name Designation and Sex | Email Contact
Organization Number

I. | Toufig Maruf Senior reporter, Kaler M 01711181378
Kontha

2. | Md. Saiful Islam Sr. Reporter, BSS M saifulbss@gmail.com 01715740024

3. | Shishir Moral Special Correspondent, | M shishir.moral@gmail.com | 01712500949
Prothom Alo

4. | Muhammad Ainal Sr. Reporter, Bonik M ainal.hossain@yahoo.com | 01713067659

Hossain Barta

5. | Reaz Chowdhury Editor, Asianmail24.com | M reaznhearts@gmail.com 01711738001

6. | MM Rashed Rabbi Sr. Reporter, Daily M write2rabbi@gmail.com 01911722603
Jugantor

7. | Jakia Ahmed Sr. Reporter, Bangla F jakia.ahmed.fa@gmail.com | 01712879348
Tribune

8. | Sebika Debnath Staff Reporter, Sangbad | F sebikadebnath@yahoo.co | 01712175017

m

9. | Manzur H Maswood | Staff Correspondent, M mh.maswood@gmail.com | 01711232943
New Age

10. | Farid Uddin Ahmed Staff Reporter, Manab M farid2643@gmail.com 01711583943
Jamin

I'l. | Bakhtiar Uddin Khan | Staff Reporter, The M tuhinkhanra@gmail.com 01714301632

Tuhin Daily Ittefaq

12. | Hamim-ul Kabir Sr. Reporter, The Daily | M hamimuk@gmail.com 01711162146
Naya Digonto

3. | Sajibur Rahman Staff Reporter, The M sajibur@gmail.com 0199758021 |
Bangladesh Post

4. | Amir Hossain Riku Staff Reporter M rikupress@gmail.com 01670105311

I5. | Junayed Shishir Staff Reporter, UNB M junayedshishir@gmail.com | 01558208146

[6. | Mynul Hasan Sohel Staff Reporter, The M hasansohel@gmail.com 01911614393
Daily Enqilab

I7. | Pathan Sohag Staff Reporter, M pathansohag@gmail.com | 01711664069
Protidiner Songbad

18. | Afif Farugi Ovi Staff Reporter, Bhorer M pathansohag@gmail.com 01711664069
Kagoj
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Annex 4: List of the session agenda for the journalists Participated in the discussions sessions

Technical Discussion Sessions with Journalists on “Universal Health Coverage — Health Financing and

Financial Protection” with
Health Journalists

Supported by: USAID’s Health Finance and Governance (HFG) Project

Draft — 10 December, 2017

Objective of the technical discussion session

The objective of the technical discussions is to improve the skills of the health journalists for publishing more
effective reports or articles addressing health financing and financial protection issue of UHC including high out-

of-pocket (OOP) payments, particularly for the poor.

SESSION AGENDA

10:00 — 10:30 am

Registration and Tea

10:30 — 11:00 am

Self introduction of the Participants including
- experience sharing of joining any event/program on UHC
-experience sharing of writing any article/news on UHC in newspapers

11:00 —11:30 am

UHC and Health Financing
- Concept and dimensions of UHC
- Concept and sources of Health Financing
- The link between UHC and Health Financing
- Finding the reporting gaps addressing UHC issues

11:45 am —12:30 pm

Adequacy of the current level of Total Health Expenditure (THE)

- Current scenario of THE in Bangladesh
- Comparative analysis of total expenditure with other countries

12:30 - 01:15 pm

Out of Pocket (OOP) expenditure for health and financial protection
- Diagnosis of underlying factors of high OOP expenditure

01:15-02.00 pm

Lunch
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Technical Discussion Sessions with Journalists on “Universal Health Coverage — Health Financing and
Financial Protection”

Supported by: USAID’s Health Finance and Governance (HFG) Project
11 January 2017

Objective of the technical discussion session

The objective of the technical discussions is to improve the skills of the health journalists for publishing more
effective reports or articles addressing health financing and financial protection issue of UHC including high out-
of-pocket (OOP) payments, particularly for the poor.

SESSION AGENDA
10:00 — 10:30 am Registration and Tea
10:30 — 10:45 am  Discussion on the reports/articles published by the journalists
10:45-11:00 am »  Concept of prepayment mechanism
11: 00 am —11: 45pm - Health Care Financing Strategy 2012-2032
11:45-12.15 pm »  Further innovative financing options and its feasibility in Bangladesh
12.15-1.00 pm + Required reforms for introducing innovative financing
01:00 — 02.00 pm Lunch
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Technical Discussion Sessions with Journalists on
“Universal Health Coverage — Health Financing and Financial Protection”
Supported by: USAID’s Health Finance and Governance (HFG) Project
Venue: Institute of Health Economics, University of Dhaka
11 February 2017

Objective of the technical discussion sessions

The objective of the technical discussions is to improve the skills of the health journalists for publishing more
effective reports or articles addressing health financing and financial protection issue of UHC including high out-
of-pocket (OOP) payments, particularly for the poor.

SESSION AGENDA

10:00 — 10:30 am e Registration and Tea

10:30 — 11:00 am e Review of Bangla translation of the glossary of the
terminologies used in HCFS 2012-2032

11:00 - 11: 30 am e Abrief introduction of the Group Health Insurance

introduced recently for the students of the Institute of
Health Economics

11:30 am — 12.30 pm e Addressing the major governance challenges related to UHC
as depicted in SIP and PIP of the 4™ HPNSP2017-2022
12.30 - 1.15 pm e Need Based Resource Allocation and scope for addressing

the issue in Bangladesh

01:15-02.00 pm e Lunch

Technical Discussion Sessions with Journalists on
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“Universal Health Coverage — Health Financing and Financial Protection”

Supported by: USAID’s Health Finance and Governance (HFG) Project

Venue: Institute of Health Economics, University of Dhaka

11 March 2017

Objective of the technical discussion sessions

The objective of the technical discussions is to improve the skills of the health journalists for publishing more
effective reports or articles addressing health financing and financial protection issue of UHC including high out-

of-pocket (OOP) payments, particularly for the poor-.

SESSION AGENDA

10:00 — 10:30 am

Registration and Tea

10:30 — 11: 00 am

Q&A session on the issues covered in the earlier Sessions

11:00 am —12.00 pm

Fiscal space for health: concept, importance, sources and way
forward

12.00 — 1.00 pm

Budgeting making approach in Bangladesh
Prioritizing health in the government budget: how much practical
under existing approach

01:00 — 02.00 pm

Lunch
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Technical Discussion Sessions with Journalists on
“Universal Health Coverage — Health Financing and Financial Protection”

Supported by: USAID's Health Finance and Governance (HFG) Project
Venue: Institute of Health Economics, University of Dhaka
18 April, 2018

Objective of the technical discussion sessions

The objective of the technical discussions is to improve the skills of the health Journalists for publishing more
effective reports or articles, addressing health financing and financial protection issue of UHC including high
out-of-pocket (OOP) payments, particularly for the poor.

This session in April 2018 is the last of five formal technical discussion sessions.

SESSION AGENDA .
10:00 am = 10:30 am * Registration and Tea
10:30 am—11: 00 am s (Q&A session on the issues covered in the earlier sessions
11:00 am=12.15 pm + Discussion on some cross-cutting issues

¥'  [ESP: Service Delivery, Costing, and Resource Gap
¥ Governance and stewardship role of MOHFPW

12,15 pm—12.30 pm s Closing Remarks from

v Representatives of the Bangladesh Health
Reporters’ Forum

¥ HFG project

¥ USAID

¥ IHE

12.30 pm - 01.00 pm # Certificate awarding and closing

01:00 pm = 02.00 pm s Lunch
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Annex 4: List of the journalists Participated in the discussions sessions

Gender

Designation

Media Outlets

. Taufiq Maruf M Sr. Reporter Daily Kaler Kantho

2. Nurul Islam Hasib M Sr. Reporter Bdnews24.com

3. Zannatul Bakyia Keka F Special Correspondent Channel i

4. Nikhil Mankhin M Sr. Reporter Daily Janakantha

5. Hamim ul Kabir M Sr. Reporter Daily Nayadiganta

6. Sebika Debnath F Staff Reporter Daily Sangbad

7. Nesar Uddin Ahmed M Chief Reporter Daily Alokito Bangladesh

8. Mynul Hasan Sohel M Staff Reporter Daily Ingilab

9. Shishir Moral M Special Correspondent Prothom Alo

10. Mohammad Ainal Hossain F Sr. Reporter Daily Bonik Barta

I M Rashed Rabbi M Senior Reporter Daily Jugantor

12. Laboni Guha Roy F Staff Reporter Boishakhi TV

13. Rajbongshi Roy M Staff Reporter Daily Samakal

14. Kamru Nnahar Shova F Staff Reporter The Financial Express

I5. Morsheda Yesmin F Staff Reporter Daily Ittefaq

l6. Md. Farid Uddin Ahmed M Staff Reporter Daily Manabzamin

17. Jakia Ahmed F Special Correspondent Sara Bangla.com

18. Dinar Sultana F Sr. Reporter BTV

19. Manzur H Maswood M Staff Reporter New Age

20. Jahid hasan M Staff Reporter Daily Jaijaidin

21. Bayezid Munsi M Staff Reporter Daily Bhorerdak

22. Md. Morshed Alam M Sr. Reporter Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha
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Annex 5: News reports published in district dialogue and News published in

UHC technical session with Journalist at IHE

News Name of Name of Title of news Date of
Numbe | Journalist newspaper Publish
r
I Alok Kumar Acharja | FNS news (G TRTCl FAACT 22-Jul-18
2 Representative Prothom Alo RO GPIool F30]b 23-Jul-17
3 Representative Prothom Alo (TG 13 =g SepTco=rol S O S 22-Jul-18
4 Representative Shikhabarta ot =1 it 1 @ fmigwiz Coieret @ (T 13-Aug-17
Teagtest R AL G ot A
Aaifse S CofF TS
5 Aldullah Al Manun Dokkhin Bangla REEnR @ e e @9 oot e | 16-Aug-17
Heaet
6 Representative Prothom Alo ‘Ban medical reps, ensure doctors’ 17-Aug-18
time for patients’
7 Representative Financial Express Banning medical reps will ensure time 17-Aug-18
for patients in public hospitals
8 Representative Financial Express PPRC proposes “SDG Champion” 17-Aug-18
competition
9 Alauddin Azad Doinik Nobocitro fREwIce 7Yy [awe Tofiay Tor ©s fogm | 14-Aug-17
Eerin)
10 Raju Ahmed Doinik Nobocitro fawIzwic RS Afere! Ruplency 7y [ 13-Aug-17
TR o
I Representative Doinik Poriborton FIEFA AL ATGCS ‘isifse Heari=f I5-Nov-17
e
12 Representative Prothom Alo [z e SHe” [6-Nov-17
13 Representative Doinik (AR AT BT Cofgel Foxfon “aeize | 16-Nov-17
Khoborpotro Heetiof” e
14 Representative Daily Khola kagoj ATERACS e ALt 16-Nov-17
15 Representative Daily Tl ST S’ 16-Nov-17
Manobkontho
16 Representative Daily Korotoa (2 AT @F TG @Fh TJ9q @ 16-Nov-17
SAf3PTRA I T STl 20T
17 Representative Daily Somajer R AT THIE oo I Seulat 27-Nov-17
Kotha
I8 Selim Hossain Daily Kaler Citto @S 3G, el 66 28-Nov-17
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19 Staff Reporter Daily Kaler Citto (2o JLENCTH A5 I FACS 20T 29-Nov-17
20 Representative Daily Satnodi AT (F Py TS 7ee, Ao e | 29-Nov-17
FICE @ IO 2Q
21 Jahid Satkhira Today SIOHRR ‘(A IR @7 Asifss smiar | 29-Nov-17
oS
22 Representative Daily Dristipat AT (F ST (T 7 (58 SRITS 29-Nov-17
@Ay
23 Abdur Rahim Satkhira News SRR MR A TS 29-Nov-17
24 Representative Daily Ittefaque SRR FFEY 31 @ #RieF ol 29-Nov-17
fAfbowac “mnar
25 Representative Daily Bangladesh Ty ! (A oeac omaar 29-Nov-17
Protidin
26 Representative Dainik Patrodut @S 25, (el 66 29-Nov-17
27 Representative Daily FI3 AP 2 W, 513 @ Ry @ Gweicq 29-Nov-17
Dokkhinacholer S HESTS! e TS A
Mochal
28 Representative Daily Juger Barta Fg) R0 Gelt W sTepoeref I e | 29-Nov-17
W@
29 Representative Daily Juger Barta (2R teatio RisiceR sos ArsHrar 29-Nov-17
CAETOT e AT
30 Asaduzzaman Daily Gramer SIS SO TP Tea 29-Nov-17
Kagoj
31 Representative Daily Doinik Sylhet | =%y @i sroor Ry iz — B8 Wfere 10-Dec-17
32 Representative Daily Sylheter FIE] THI AGOTOR [ 13 9-Dec-17
Sokal
33 Representative Daily Sylhet View FIEY I OO [ 2 — ST @ 9-Dec-17
fere
34 Representative Sylhet News BD FIE] TFFI HOTOR RIg 13 — TIoF @ 9-Dec-17
fere
35 Representative Daily Bishanath gy I GO0l [Rg 12 — SO 9-Dec-17
Barta e @ Wi
36 Representative Ajker Sylhet FIg) I ApoTol (g 413 — TRy I1-Dec-17
SIS 9 e
37 Representative Daily Sobuj Sylhet for o o o1 @ 216 FETSH «F e 0-Dec-17
FENA FIEY T OO [ A2
38 Representative Daily Uttor Purbo | =15y R sitbwoi ey 13 10-Dec-17
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39 Representative Sylheter Dak ot =1 =t 151 @ 216 FISCe= @7 A9 Aetss | 10-Dec-17
40 Representative Daily Jalalabad ST @3 Sfoiof (AF O A F [0-Dec-17
IO T3
41 Representative Sylheter Mancitro F%) PRI GO0 g 1S 10-Dec-17
12 Sylhet Biro Daily Jugantor F1Cets @ C2uiEfE e aF sieast @ Jeifze | 10-Dec-17
gt
43 Representative Daily Shuvo F%) I GO0 g 1S 10-Dec-17
Protidin
44 Representative Sobuj Sylhet FIEY AR AOIO] e 13 [0-Dec-17
45 Representative Sylheter Dinrat FIEY AR Ao e 13 [0-Dec-17
46 Representative Jugveri g [T AEOTONR [ A3 [0-Dec-17
47 Representative Shymol Sylhet AFS! SGACF TG ATOToR 3 MG g | 10-Dec-17
W@
48 Representative Daily AT BB R SR (F1AFe T #rla 25-Dec-17
Kalerkhontho frafereT Zaf
49 Representtaive Daily Purbodesh TS M 7y 7wt Rage Jeifee 25-Dec-17
<& SRHo
50 Representative Daily Suprovat ATy HBAN TG SF (FIATS T #Fia 26-Dec-17
SERNERIO]
51 Representative Daily Parbotto o @ F1%y R 2fIFitae Kot sreErs 25-Dec-17
Chottogram
52 Representative Daily Giridorpon FPICEORS! I B (R T BTS 25-Dec-17
SRIZCE e FCI (A 2
53 Representative Daily Ranggamati TR AL @7 Seagies! I i | 25-Dec-17
<@ e
54 Representative Prothom Alo AT 31 Tl GICEg =) TS 25-Dec-17
55 Representative Daily Tl &= AooTS! FYD> 31-Dec-17
Gonosocetonota
56 Representative Daily Telegram NfAFNCE T AGOTO FalfRF et 8-Jan-18
57 Representative Daily Manikganjer FfARFICE T AGOTOR A9ifFF e 4-Jan-18
Kagoj
58 Representative Daily FfARFICE T AGOTOR A9ifFF e [0-Jan-18
Khoborpottro
59 Representative Daily Manobjomin T T (TR M @tz 3-Apr-18
60 Representative Daily Destiny FLENCTT T2 TS (ACF @ECT T 3-Apr-18
L (AT *1 (TCR
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61 Representative Daily Bonik Barta T2y TS (AF @R ST AT 3-Apr-18
62 Representative Daily Banglar AT Q2 T S (A0 faes @tz | 3-Apr-18
Chok
63 Representative Daily Noakhalir AT 2H SRS (A ([ T o | 2-Apr-18
Pata M e 9t
64 Representative Daily Patuakhalir o1 i 7 8 2GaRIe CSeeTel ag SrayTe! I5-Apr-18
Pata Ao A2 SfFe
65 Representative Daily Patuakhalir AFIRIACS (2R IEHCH 271 T3] 16-Apr-18
A A2 SfFe
66 Representative Daily Patuakhalir (2o JEENCACH (vt 2RACH 2f5ell T3] 16-Apr-18
Protidin Fpolfr F1eaTol wde
67 Representative Daily Patuakhalir (2o JEENCACHR COret! 2RACH 2f5ell Yo 16-Apr-18
Barta BRI ICRIDN]
68 Representative Dainik Sathi (2R ILMCACHT (e SRACH el Foybe 16-Apr-18
ez AeE S
69 Representative Daily Amar ARG FFEJ FJFI QAR IRFACHCAT 16-Apr-18
Songbad Fpolfr F1eaTof Tde
70 Dhamrai Daily Samakal FFCER AT WY AT - . (O fogg 720 | 7-May-18
Representative
71 Representative Bangladesh IRI3 @ FFE I AT P 7-May-18
Protidin
72 Representative Daily Bhorer Dak (I3 AR A Toe 7-May-18
73 Representative Daily Nayadiganta | 413 (3TseTe] Semimocs A17e e shPe | 7-May-18
74 Dhamrai Daily Ittefaq 4RI3 CPTPTSR Aol Aoo~No T e | 7-May-18
Representative
75 Staff Reporter Dhamrai News 412 TSI T9HEE Ao S oo 7-May-18
24.com
76 Staff Reporter Metro News I IR ApoTorETe F: 31T @ 7-May-18
SCAAT SegdTe
77 Staff Reporter Uttoradhikar 71 {130 T R AGOTOTS F:qMfeT 7-May-18
news
78 Staff Reporter Nirapod News R AN L | R MRCI A3 A< | 7-May-18
RRIIC 7T 8 AL TS
79 Nobin Chowdhury | News 71 online {IEIZCY AIRE A DS 6-May-18



http://bhorer-dak.com/details.php?id=104933
http://www.nirapadnews.com/%e0%a6%a7%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%ae%e0%a6%b0%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%87%e0%a7%9f%e0%a7%87-%e0%a6%b9%e0%a7%87%e0%a6%b2%e0%a6%a6%e0%a6%bf-%e0%a6%ac%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%82%e0%a6%b2%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%a6%e0%a7%87%e0%a6%b6/
http://www.nirapadnews.com/%e0%a6%a7%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%ae%e0%a6%b0%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%87%e0%a7%9f%e0%a7%87-%e0%a6%b9%e0%a7%87%e0%a6%b2%e0%a6%a6%e0%a6%bf-%e0%a6%ac%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%82%e0%a6%b2%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%a6%e0%a7%87%e0%a6%b6/
http://www.news71online.com/view_details.php?data=local&sn=58824
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80

Staff Reporter

Daily Fulki

SR @ SSiae 20e13 9] PR T F1
T+ §ITRIZCT ©. (RO o

6-May-18

8l

Staff Reporter

Daily Trito Marta

I3 @ BT PICIICS (2 FeECqesia et

7 Ma7 2018

82

Satff Reporter

Bangla Live

(RIS TeRE A TS

6-May-18

83

Staff Reporter

The Independent

Experts for community participation
to achieve universal health coverage
http://www.theindependentbd.com/pri
ntversion/details/ 146798

23-Apr-18

84

Staff Reporter

News Today

Awareness needed for universal health

coverage
https://newstoday.com.bd/index.php?op
tion=details&news id=24883 | 6&date=
2017-12-16

23-Apr-18

85

Staff Reporter

Financial Express

Increase health budget to achieve
UHC
https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.b
d/print/increase-health-budget-to-
achieve-uhc-1524326733

22-Apr-18

86

Staff Reporter

Daily Bonik Barta

iRt ezgof

22-Apr-18

87

Taufiq Maruf

Daily Kaler Kantho

ey R ST F1EY ! T - BIIeTeg Ao

et @R FrgeRT -

http://www.kalerkantho.com/print-
edition/last-page/2017/12/12/576515

88

Taufiq Maruf

Daily Kaler Kantho

GF QR T RTIBE sifore!

http://www.kalerkantho.com/print-
edition/first-page/2017/12/27/582329

89

Taufiq Maruf

Daily Kaler Kantho

S Afefsfer Tgrs w0 -
http://www.kalerkantho.com/print-
edition/first-page/2018/02/26/606833

90

Taufiq Maruf

Daily Kaler Kantho

T R-~ T 2ZCSh IR brgar
http://www.kalerkantho.com/print-
edition/first-page/2018/02/17/603 149



http://banglalive24.net/2018/05/06/%e0%a6%a7%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%ae%e0%a6%b0%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%87%e0%a7%9f%e0%a7%87-%e0%a6%a8%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%97%e0%a6%b0%e0%a6%bf%e0%a6%95-%e0%a6%b8%e0%a6%82%e0%a6%b2%e0%a6%be%e0%a6%aa-%e0%a6%85%e0%a6%a8/
http://www.theindependentbd.com/printversion/details/146798
http://www.theindependentbd.com/printversion/details/146798
http://www.theindependentbd.com/printversion/details/146798
http://www.theindependentbd.com/printversion/details/146798
https://newstoday.com.bd/index.php?option=details&news_id=2488316&date=2017-12-16
https://newstoday.com.bd/index.php?option=details&news_id=2488316&date=2017-12-16
https://newstoday.com.bd/index.php?option=details&news_id=2488316&date=2017-12-16
https://newstoday.com.bd/index.php?option=details&news_id=2488316&date=2017-12-16
https://newstoday.com.bd/index.php?option=details&news_id=2488316&date=2017-12-16
https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/print/increase-health-budget-to-achieve-uhc-1524326733
https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/print/increase-health-budget-to-achieve-uhc-1524326733
https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/print/increase-health-budget-to-achieve-uhc-1524326733
https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/print/increase-health-budget-to-achieve-uhc-1524326733
https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/print/increase-health-budget-to-achieve-uhc-1524326733

n HFG Bangladesh

9l

Nurul Islam Hasib

Bdnews24.com

Prioritise Universal Health Coverage:
WHO
https://bdnews24.com/health/2018/04/0
7/prioritise-universal-health-coverage-
provide-quality-healthcare-to-all-who

92

Nurul Islam Hasib

Bdnews24.com

UHC: Too ambitious for Bangladesh!
https://bdnews24.com/health/2018/04/0
8/universal-health-coverage-an-
unachievable-target-for-bangladesh

93

Nikhil Mankhin

Daily Janakantha

TER

http://www.dailyjanakantha.com/details/
article/339533/

94

Nikhil Mankhin

Daily Janakantha

NCT ST TG FFgy el q elfor Frore
http://www.dailyjanakantha.com/details/
article/339106/

95

Hamim ul Kabir

Daily Nayadiganta

R ERC R EIRRINIEN ERIR R ACI IS
ST IR qCIT -

http://www.dailynayadiganta.com/detail/
news/275927

96

Hamim ul Kabir

Daily Nayadiganta

FIFRICS wiFer @RI ST ACSH -

http://enayadiganta.com/news.php?nid=
393639&parent=393742

97

Sebika Debnath

Daily Sangbad

G FES T 92 SFFCI-FORE
F30a SRPRA T -
http://print.thesangbad.net/news/frontp
age/

98

Sebika Debnath

Daily Sangbad

Tl CAfTeeet Rt W e -
http://mini.thesangbad.net/news/frontpa
gelA7-17727/

99

Sebika Debnath

Daily Sangbad

CRI Alifes Frvel ARFTe Fig7 A SNy
T A -

http://mini.thesangbad.net/news/lastpag
e/ 16855/
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100

Sebika Debnath

Daily Sangbad

AFPE (MO A4 LT fofwear 7 o
http://mini.thesangbad.net/news/frontpa
ge/%E0%A6%B8%E0%A6%BE%EQ%A6%
BO%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%95%E0%A6%
AD%E0%A7%8 1 %E0%A6%95%E0%AT7 %
8D%E0%A6%A4%2B%E0%A6%A6%ED
%AT %87 %E0%A6%B6%E0%AT %87 %EQ
%A6%B0%2B%E0%AE6%AESREO%A6K%A
7%E0%AT7%8D%E0%A6%AF%RE0%AT %8
7%2B%E0%A6%ACKHE0%A6%BE%E0%
A6%82%E0%A6%B2%E0%A6%BE%EN%
A6%A6%E0%AT %87 %E0%A6%B6%EN%
A7%87%2B%E0%A6%IA%EV%A6%BF%
E0%A6%95%E0%A6%BF%EQ%AT7%8E%
E0%A6%B8%E0%A6%BE%2B%E0%A6%
AC%EQ0%AT7%8D%E0%A6%AF%EOKHAT
%9F%2B%E0%A6%ACKEN%AT %87 %EQ
%A6%B6%E0%A6%BF-23295/

01

fofeen sfonfim 8 *rwiex sifza

http://www.alokitobangladesh.com/epa
per/pages/index/2017-12-16/page:12 -

102

FIYOMR A3CF o> *SILH Flgq
http://www.alokitobangladesh.com/epa
per/pages/index/2018-03-3 |/page: |12

103

Mynul Hasan Sohel

Daily Inqilab

FIFIORI PO ¢o Il AT ARG TFZS T 1
et it -

https://www.dailyingilab.com/article/| 0
8122/

104

fofeeatr stz @icet

https://www.dailyingilab.com/article/| |
1624



http://www.alokitobangladesh.com/epaper/pages/index/2017-12-16/page:12%20-%20চিকিৎসায়%20%20অতিদরিদ্র%20%20৪%20শতাংশ%20পরিবার
http://www.alokitobangladesh.com/epaper/pages/index/2017-12-16/page:12%20-%20চিকিৎসায়%20%20অতিদরিদ্র%20%20৪%20শতাংশ%20পরিবার
http://www.alokitobangladesh.com/epaper/pages/index/2017-12-16/page:12%20-%20চিকিৎসায়%20%20অতিদরিদ্র%20%20৪%20শতাংশ%20পরিবার
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105

Shishir Moral

Prothom Alo

http://epaper.prothom-
alo.com/view/dhaka/2017-12-12/4

106

DA (R Y T RE 20 7Y IR (BICS
http://www.prothom-
alo.com/bangladesh/article/ 1465496/

107

Mohammad Ainal
Hossain

Daily Bonik Barta

Ty RS9 ¢ o1 I Fo(3C SPoifFo -
http://bonikbarta.net/bangla/print.php?i
d=146283&&date=2018-01-29

108

MCHE 55% W=Ja Fgy AN 9130F -
http://bonikbarta.net/bangla/news/2017
-08-13/127666/

109

ZAGRE-R SRR - IS A5 HeCens
QI A @Y M ST -

http://bonikbarta.net/bangla/news/2018
-01-18/145121/

110

M Rashed Rabbi

Daily Jugantor

o R Al =3

http://epaper.jugantor.com/2017/12/12/
index.php

RIS @ SSCHES 0T e Aoy @ fffey -
https://www.jugantor.com/todays-
paper/saltamami/ | 624

112

AT TR AT ACTH ORI Affd
QNS @ TG 88 ST -

https://www.jugantor.com/todays-
paper/city/6951

113

SBCACGICR ST T QibeT FIgr=Iarsl
COPTErs 2Metd Fre A -

https://www.jugantor.com/todays-
paper/city/13851

114

Laboni Guha Roy
(TV Journalist)

Boishakhi TV

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IW
W1tGywqgBc&feature=youtu.be



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lWW1tGywqBc&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lWW1tGywqBc&feature=youtu.be

HFG Bangladesh

15

Rajbongshi Roy

Daily Samakal

FRIT R 9@ BT -

http://samakal.com/todays-print-
edition/tp-first-page/article/ 18022758

116

AL A A vo% BT
http://m.samakal.com/todays-print-
edition/tp-special-

feature/article/ 18032419/

117

Kamru Nnahar
Shova

The Financial
Express

BD spends one-third of what WHO
recommends -
http://thefinancialexpress.com.bd/econ
omy/bangladesh/bd-spends-one-third-

of-what-who-recommends-
1513396554

118

Health ministry fails to execute need-
based resource allocation -
http://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd
/last-page/health-ministry-fails-to-
execute-need-based-resource-
allocation-1518802682

119

Money ideal for health ministry goes
elsewhere
http://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd
/last-page/money-ideal-for-health-
ministry-goes-elsewhere-1523036595

120

Morsheda Yesmin

Daily Ittefaq

BRFoT T GBS T2CH ©8 FY AT FIE
R RGN SOTS T
http://www.ittefag.com.bd/print-

edition/last-
page/2018/04/05/268825.html

121

Reraemy sfewe ** Ry Frg7 et ey

http://www.ittefag.com.bd/print-
edition/city/2018/04/07/269255.html

122

Md. Farid Uddin
Ahmed

Daily Manabzamin

o *SIRTHF (R AT AT R AR Al -

http://www.mzamin.com/article.php?mz
amin=95842&cat=3
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123

S5 WO g FFGANF N3¢ -
http://www.mzamin.com/detailsarchive
201 6.php?mzamin=101424

124

TR AT CIHICS TRATANG W5 ¢ *IoreH

http://www.mzamin.com/detailsarchive
2016.php?mzamin=96663

125

Jakia Ahmed

Sara Bangla.com

fReestt 25 (WBIces TRE 2057 d¢ WS AY -
https://sarabangla.net/%E0%A6%9A%EO
%A6%BF%E0%A6%95%E

126

FIEJ I I SPREFA (R St
https://sarabangla.net/%E0%A6%B8%EQ
%A7%8D%HE0%A6%ACKE0%AE%BEKRE
0%A6%B8%E0%AT%8D%E0%A6%AS5%
E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF-
%E0%A6%B8%E0%AT %8 | %E0%A6%B0
%E0%A6%95%E0%AT%8D%E0%A6%B7
%E0%A6%BE%E0%AT %9F-
%E0%A6%ACKHEN%A6%BEKBEO%AELA
7%E0%A6%BE/

127

Manzur H Maswood

New Age

UNIVERSAL HEALTH COVERAGE
DAY TODAY - Over 55pc people out
of formal healthcare -
http://www.newagebd.net/article/30301
/index.php

128

Pharma business thrives on acidity drug

http://www.newagebd.net/article/35877

129

Rural people find treatment elusive -
http://www.newagebd.net/article/35656
[rural-people-find-treatment-elusive
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130

Bearing medical expenses: 68.9pc
people find it hard -
http://www.newagebd.net/article/33717
/689pc-people-find-it-hard

131

Medical bills pauperise people in
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Annex 8: Published news articles in local and national level

Thursday, June 28, 2018

.11 Over 55pc people out of formal healthcare

11.

Staff Correspondent | Published at 12:16am on December 12, 2017

At least 55 per cent of the country’s population are out of formal health coverage because of unavailability of
qualified doctors and other health facilities, health economics experts said on Monday.

At a discussion at Dhaka University’s Institute of Health Economics on Universal Health Coverage, they said that
about 3.5-4 crore people or at least anyone from each of 98 per cent households of the country required any form of
healthcare every year, but the government spent only 23 per cent of the yearly expenditure on public health.

People have to bear a major stake, 67 per cent, of the healthcare expenditure from their own pocket, they said.
Health Economics Unit of the health ministry, Health Economics Institute and USAID’s Health Finance and
Government project jointly organised the discussion to mark the Universal Health Coverage Day 2017.

The day is being observed across the world today with a theme ‘Health for all: rise for our right.’

Giving an overview on the country’s healthcare facilities, Dhaka University’s Institute of Health Economics director
Syed Abdul Hamid said at least 55 per cent of the country’s population remained out of formal healthcare due to
unavailability of qualified doctors and unregulated selling of drugs.

About 70 per cent of the medical costs go for buying medicines, he said, adding that the idea of Universal Health
Coverage did not fit with the present healthcare scenario in Bangladesh.

Universal Health Coverage promotes accessible and affordable healthcare services without any financial hardship, he
said.

Because of the out-of-pocket expenditure, about 17 per cent people have to face such catastrophic expenditure that
they go below poverty level due the healthcare expenditure, Hamid said.

Health Economics Unit’s immediate past director general Ashadul Islam said that the idea of Universal Health
Coverage, an UN agenda, was endorsed by the government in 2012.

The past five years were, however, elapsed to decide which method could be applied for achieving the Universal
Health Coverage, he said

Ashadul said that the government had planned to generate revenue and introduce health insurance, but no significant

progress was yet made.
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USAID’s Health Finance and Government project country manager Mursaleena Islam said that the stakeholders
including the government, nongovernmental organisations, policymakers and media had to work in coordination to
ensure affordable healthcare facilities for all.

Health Economics Unit acting director general Md Nuruzzaman said the existing facilities were not adequate for the

huge population while there were hard-to-reach areas where people could not be reached.

Thursday, June 28, 2018

Pharma business thrives on acidity drug

Manzur H Maswood | Updated at 11:38pm on March 02, 2018

Medicines for gastroesophageal reflux diseases or acidity have become the major revenue driver for the
pharmaceutical industry in the country as a large number of people frequently take such drug.

These over-the-counter medicines account for 50 per cent of the annual pharmaceutical sales of Tk 187.56 billion.
Six of the top 10 best-selling medicine brands in Bangladesh are from this group, according to Bangladesh
Investment Guide 2018 conducted by local financial service institution LankgaBangla.

The sales trend, however, does not mean that such a large number of people in Bangladesh are suffering from acidity,
rather, illiteracy and lack of awareness among the people and business of drug producers and sellers are the reasons
for such high sales of these drugs, health experts said.

‘Whenever people feel a bit acidity, they take these medicines like puffed rice,” said Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical University gastroenterology professor Hasan Masud.

Such high sales are not for disease, rather for illiteracy and lack of awareness among the people and business of drug
makers and sellers, he said.

Hasan warned that taking these medicines for long without consulting doctors might cause health complications and
even might lead to developing cancer.

According to the investment guide, Square Pharma’s Omeprazole brand Seclo tops the list of top 10 best-selling
medicines with annual sales worth Tk 3,766 million with annual growth of 18.2 per cent.

Healthcare Pharmaceuticals’ Esomeprazole brand Sergel is the second best-selling drug annual sales

worth Tk 2948.42 million with annual growth of 54.1 per cent.

Renata’s Esomeprazole brand Maxpro is the third best-selling drug with annual sales worth Tk 2283.91 million and 8
per cent growth rate.

The study ranked Incepta’s Pantoprazole brand Pantonix fourth best-selling drug with annual sales worth Tk 2156.15
million and growth of 20.1 per cent.

Escayef’s Omeprazole brand Losectil and Opsonin’s Rabeprazole brand Finix are the seventh and 10th best-selling
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drugs respectively.

All these medicines are used for treating acidity.

Manufacturers said that market demands led them to produce more acidity drugs.

‘Market is run by the rule of demand and supply,” said Bangladesh Association of Pharmaceutical Industries secretary
general SM Shafiuzzaman.

‘As the GERD drugs are on top priority, the companies are focused on producing more of those drugs’, he said.
Dhaka University pharmaceutical technology professor Abu Shara Shamsur Rouf said that

taking these drugs without diagnosis should be avoided.

‘As people are reluctant to consult doctors, pharmaceutical companies are cashing in on the situation,’ he said.

He said that as acidity medicines were available at drug shops without prescription, people could easily buy and take
these, creating a growing market demand.

The companies also resort to different marketing strategies to promote these drugs, he added.

The LankaBangla study said that Bangladesh’s pharmaceutical industry was expected to reach annual turnover of
Tk 390 billion by 2022.

Pharmaceutical market mostly is dominated by local companies as they hold more than 90 per cent market share, it
found.

Top 10 companies hold 68.5 per cent market share and all of them are local ones, said the study.

Over the past 10 years, the industry grown at a rate of 16.5 per cent.

According to the study, Square holds the highest 17.73 per cent market share with annual sales worth Tk 33,260
million.

Of the other top companies, Incepta holds 10.21 per cent, Beximco 8.39 per cent, Opsonin 5.54 per cent, Renata 4.97
per cent, Healthcare 4.57 per cent, ACI 4.43 per cent, Aristopharma 4.38 per cent, Eskayef 4.36 per cent and Acme
holds 3.91 per cent market share.

The study said that local pharmaceutical companies were flourishing with the blessing from the National Drug Policy
that made it illegal for the foreign corporations to market drug without

a local manufacturing facility.

Now, 216 companies operate in a largely self sufficient industry meeting 98 per cent of local demand. Only high end
and low-demand medicines are imported.

More than 80 per cent drugs produced in Bangladesh are generic drugs. There are 26,661 brands of 1,444 generic
drugs.

Among the multinational companies, Sanofi Bangladesh holds the highest market share of 2.04 per cent, followed by

Novo Nordisk 1.77 per cent, Sun Pharmaceuticals 1.22 per cent and Novartis 1.22 per cent.

Thursday, June 28, 2018
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Rural people find treatment elusive

Manzur H Maswood | Updated at 01:36am on February 28, 2018

People in the countryside find treatment of non-communicable diseases elusive.

A new study report released Tuesday show that acute shortage of doctors, labs and medicines crippled the non-
communicable diseases corner of upazila health complexes across the country.

The non-communicable diseases corner, in short NCD corners were opened at upazila health complexes between
2007 and 2010 to provide treatments to increasing number of chronic patients suffering from respiratory diseases,
diabetes, hypertension and cardiovascular diseases.

The NCD corners are poorly functioning facing many systemic and service delivery challenges, reveals the study
jointly conducted by BRAC James P Grant School of Public Health and the ICDDR,B.

The report of the study titled ‘Determining the challenges and opportunities for strengthening NCD corners in
Bangladesh: A situation analysis’ was released at a seminar at ICDDR,B’s Traction Auditorium.

An earlier study by The Lancet, a British journal, released in 2015 said that though NCDs are increasing in
Bangladesh, the country performed poorly in reducing non-communicable diseases.

Bangladesh is facing a growing burden of non-communicable diseases as these diseases account for 59 per cent of
about 8,86,000 deaths per year.

The government National Health Bulletin data also shows that most of the hospitalizations of people above 30 and
their deaths at hospitals are caused by cardiac complications, brain haemorrhage, chronic respiratory diseases, cancer,
diabetes and other non-communicable diseases.

The new study covering upazila health complexes in Dhaka, Chittagong, Khulna and Sylhet divisions over two years,
beginning 2015, found that the NCD corners lacked dedicated and trained doctors, nurses, technologists and other
support staff.

The study reveals that the NCD corners were being run with shortage of equipment and laboratories, logistics and
drug supplies.

Absence of keeping patients’ records obstructs referring them to other hospitals or reporting their conditions to the
higher medical authorities for the required follow-ups.

Lack of coordination and communication between the NCD corners and the Health Services’ central NCD wing were
also found to be sources of endemic systemic problems.

No guidelines were provided to the NCD corners regarding the standard operating procedures they should follow.

The study found that due to absence of screening facilities patients with chronic obstetric pulmonary disease, diabetes
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and cardiovascular diseases turn up at the outpatient department not prepared to handle such patients.

The services at NCD corners are confined to general consultation, health education and counselling.

No regular laboratory facilities are available at most of the upazila health complexes, so the patients are compelled to
go to private laboratories.

Bangladesh’s health service still eludes 70 per cent of the population living in rural areas as few doctors are willing to
serve government hospitals in the countryside, according to World Health Organization’s Global Health Workforce
Alliance.

Doctors who are grossly blamed for behavioral problems, and mostly commercialized as they give patients less than
one minute (48 seconds) on average, according to a global study published by UK-based medical journal British
Medical Journal in November 2017.

Due to lack of confidence on doctors, every year huge amount of people go to neighboring countries for medical
treatment draining out foreign currencies, health economists said.

BRAC James P Grant School of Public Health research fellow Nahitun Naher, a member of the research team, told
New Age that there have been limited studies on NCD control measures taken by the government in Bangladesh.

She said the study aimed at assessing the current situation of NCD related problems and services being provided by
the NCD corners and how to institutionalize and strengthen the NCD related services.

She expressed the hope that the government would take steps to address the problems identified by the study.
Commenting on the study, ICDDR,B head of NCD initiative, Aliya Naheed, said that the study reflected the real story
of NCD corners in Bangladesh.

It’s a comprehensive study that objectively identified the problems, she said.

Aliya said that absence of screening facilities at NCD corners highlighted a serious problem facing the country’s rural
population that should be matter of concern for Bangladesh.

Health Services additional director general and line director for NCDs, AHM Enayet Hossain refused to comment on
the study report saying he did not study it.

But he said that the government was working to make the NCD corners useful to rural patients.

Thursday, June 28, 2018

68.9pc people find it hard

Manzur H Maswood | Updated at 12:17am on January 30, 2018
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An overwhelming 68.9 per cent of the country’s citizens find it hard to bear their medical expenses.

The annual medical expense per household could be as high as Tk 40,000, the average being Tk 18,000, shows a
study report released in the capital Monday.

The study on ‘Perceptions of health insurance among potential consumers in Bangladesh’, was jointly conducted by
BRAC James P Grant School of Public Health and ICDDR,B.

The findings were made public at a seminar at ICDDR,B’s Sasakawa Auditorium.

The study, done in urban and sub-urban settings over two years, beginning 2015, found that the people in Bangladesh
were ready to pay Tk 200 as health insurance installment per month as they cannot afford to bear sudden medical
costs.

The study was done with funding from the Centre of Excellence for Health Systems and Universal Health Coverage.
The objective of the study was exploring the financial aspects of Universal Health Coverage, a UN agenda for
promoting affordable, accessible and quality health services to all without causing financial hardships to anyone.
During the study, 1,139 respondents were interviewed in the Dhaka, Chittagong, Khulna and Rajshahi divisions.
The study shows that 60 per cent of the country’s population expected that the government should pay their health
insurance installments.

But, if national health insurance coverage is introduced, the people would be willing to pay the monthly insurance
installment of Tk 200, found the study.

And at least 46 per cent of the people said that they

would prefer to deposit their insurance installment every month while 70 per cent of the respondents said they would
prefer to pay the installments through banks.

And 46.8 per cent of the respondents said that they would take treatments at government hospitals if universal
insurance coverage was introduced.

But 31.8 per cent said that they would go to both private and public hospitals while 17.9 per cent said that private
hospitals were their only preference.

According to Bangladesh National Health Accounts, released in September 2017, at least 67 per cent of the health
costs force the patients to make out-of-pocket expenditures as the government bears barely 23 per cent of the medical
cost.

Speaking at the dissemination seminar, deputy director of Health Economics Unit of the Health Ministry, Rafiqul
Islam, said that health financing for the nation’s 16 crore people has been a challenging task for the country.
Moderated by Brac JPG School of Public Health senior research fellow Nadia Ishrat Alamgir, the discussants
included Dhaka University Institute of Health Economics director Syed Abdul Hamid, ICDDR,B deputy executive
director Syed Monjurul Islam, Brac JPG Public Health School’s dean Sabina Faiz Rashid.
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With the growing incidence of complicated diseases in Bangladesh an overwhelming majority of the people are

3

grappling hard to bear their medical expenses.

Out of pocket expenditure of people in Bangladesh is the highest in South Asia, shows the reports of the
government’s Health Economics Unit.

HEU reports show that people in Bangladesh have to bear 67 per cent of their medical bills, the highest in South Asia.
High medical expenditures push 13.42 per cent of the country’s household below the poverty line annually, according
to a study done by the Brac University in 2016.

The catastrophic burden of medical bills compels at least 15.2 per cent of the families to cut their expenditures on
food and non-food items, shows the Brac University study.

Due to changes in lifestyles the incidence of cardiac complications, brain haemorrhage, chronic respiratory diseases,
cancer, diabetes and other non-communicable diseases grew in Bangladesh compelling the poor to endure the burden
of yawning medical bills, shows the National Health Bulletin of the government.

Absence of dependable health services in the country, patients of these complicated diseases are compelled seek
treatments abroad.

In this backdrop, Bangladesh celebrates the World Health Day Saturday.

‘Universal Health Coverage: Everyone, Everywhere, ’ the theme chosen by the World Health Organization to
celebrate this year’s world health day sounds quite meaningless to the people of Bangladesh as they find that the state
had abdicated its constitutional obligations in this vital area.

The people also take a skeptical view of Bangladesh’s endorsement of Universal Health Coverage as the state’s
hollow pledge to ensure accessible and affordable quality healthcare for all without causing financial hardship to
them.

State minister for health Zahid Maleque on Thursday admitted at a news conference that out-of-pocket expenditures
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were quite high for the people of Bangladesh and said that the government was working to reduce it.

Bangladesh’s health sector achievements he said, ‘helped us achieve the status of a developing economy.’
Bangladesh, he said, was very much on the track to achieve the objective of Universal Health Coverage by 2030.
He said that the government already drafted a Health Protection Bill that awaited the cabinet’s approval for
introducing in Parliament soon to enact the law to ensure better health service delivery to the citizens.

A study report, done by ICDDR,B and BRAC James P Grant School of Public Health and published in January this
year, showed that 68.9 per cent of the country’s citizens find it hard to bear their medical bills.

The annual medical expense per household could be as high as Tk 40,000, the average being Tk 18,000, found the
study.

The study, done in urban and sub-urban settings over two years, beginning 2015, aimed at exploring the financial
aspects of Universal Health Coverage in Bangladesh.

Dhaka University Institute of Health Economics director Syed Abdul Hamid described medical expenditures for the
people of Bangladesh was the highest in South Asia as the government’s expenditures were the lowest in the region.
‘The government in Bangladesh spends Tk 10,200 crore on public health while the citizens spend Tk 30,200 crore,’
he said.

The out-of-pocket medical expenses of fellow South Asians are far below that of Bangladeshis, 18 per cent for the
Maldivians, 25 per cent for the Bhutanese, 47 per cent for the Nepalese, 56 per cent for Pakistanis and 62 per cent for
the Indians.

In the UK a citizen bears nine per cent of his or her medical expenses while an American has to bear 11 per cent.
Bangladesh’s healthcare system faces the challenge of addressing the growing incidence of nhon-communicable
diseases accounting for 59 per cent of annual mortality.

Most of the hospitalisation of people above 30 years of age and their death in hospitals are caused by cardiac
complications, brain haemorrhage, chronic respiratory diseases, cancer, diabetes and other non-communicable
diseases, reveals the National Health Bulletin 2016.

The major risks for these widespread diseases in Bangladesh arise from tobacco use, inadequate intakes of fruit and
vegetables, low physical activity, obesity and high blood pressure, according to ICDDR,B.

Finding no dependable health services, an increasing number of Bangladeshi patients flock to neighbouring countries,
including India, Thailand, Singapore and Malaysia for ‘better treatment’ draining out foreign exchange.

Most of the outgoing patients suffered from cancer or orthopaedic, neurological problems.

Replying to a question, state minister Zahid said that many patients were going abroad due to unavailability of tertiary
level hospitals, which he said had developed in India. ‘“We have also taken initiatives to build tertiary level hospitals
for treating complicated diseases.’

In 2016, Bangladeshi tourists in India outnumbered US citizens mostly due to medical tourism, reported New Delhi-

based Indian financial daily, the Business Standard.
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BD SPENDS ONE-THIRD OF WHAT
WHO RECOMMENDS

11.1.1.1  Experts suggest increasing expenditure for quality
services

Kamrun Nahar | Published: December 16, 2017 09:55:54 | Updated: December
17,2017 21:06:3 1

Bangladesh still has a per-capita health expenditure of US$ 37 which is one-third
of the World Health Organisation (WHO)-recommended $ 85-112, experts said.
Earlier, the recommended expenditure was $ 67.

Experts suggested increasing health spending at an adequate level for receiving
sufficient and quality healthcare which can ensure universal health coverage
(UHCQ).

As per-capita health spending is less in Bangladesh, out-of-pocket (OOP) expense
is one of the highest in South East Asia with the lowest government share putting
UHC under great threat.

In 2012, per-capita health expenditure of Bangladesh was $ 27 while India had $
61, Nepal $ 36, Sri Lanka $ 89, Thailand $ 215, Malaysia $ 410, and Pakistan $ 39.
Public expenditure was 23.7 per cent while OOP was 63.3 per cent in Bangladesh,
followed by 33 per cent and 57.6 per cent in India, 40 per cent and 49.2 per cent
in Nepal and 31 per cent and 61.9 per cent in Pakistan.

Former director general of health economics unit under the health ministry
Ashadul Islam told the FE that there is a little scope for the government to
increase its resources in the health sector by reforming financing.

He said the government's share has been declining at a percentage point since
2007. It was 27.2 per cent in 2007 which has now come down to 22 per cent.

He said pursuing UHC is a complex, costly and politically-sensitive process. UHC
means healthcare should be accessible, affordable, quality and equitable.
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UHC is related with distribution of health benefits and disease burden, he said,
adding that there are design and implementation challenges. "UHC mainly talks
about the poor and near poor and financial hardship is one of the main concerns
of UHC."

Regarding the progress of the National Health Financing Strategy 2012-2032, he
said there are many aspects of the strategy like reduction of OOP, financing
strategy, increase resources which the health ministry could not settle.

He claimed that between 2012 and 2017, the government worked on assessment,
sensitisation and advocacy. But insurance model as a financing could not advance
that much, he added.

Prof Abdul Hamid of Health Economics Institute of Dhaka University said in
Bangladesh, 45 per cent people receive healthcare from formal sector and 55 per
cent from informal like pharmacies, quack, self-medication or others.

He also said Bangladesh is already facing various challenges of achieving the UHC
target by 2030 including financial, cultural, geographical and quality.

According to experts, if a family spends 25 per cent of its incomes on healthcare,
then it is vulnerable. Every year 4.0 per cent population slips into poverty due to
catastrophic expenditure.

About 3.5-5.0 million people are deprived of healthcare in Dhaka city while a
significant number of people are also deprived of healthcare in hard-to-reach
areas.

Moreover, quality is a major challenge here. There are medical and non-medical
aspects of healthcare, Prof Hamid added. Medical aspect covers right diagnosis
and right prescription which ensures quality healthcare. Diagnosis is the core
aspect of medical care as if it is not right, the healthcare outcome becomes
adverse.

Bangladesh has a poor diagnosis system due to regulatory weakness, negligence,
corruption and lack of knowledge.

Health Economics Unit (HEU) director general Nuruzzaman said there are various
dimensions of quality including safety, level of efficiency, effectiveness and patient
centredness of healthcare providers.

Public health expert Abdus Sabur said the government has been investing
resources in wrong areas. There are 10-bed and 31-bed upazila health complex in
many upazilas. But the health ministry has taken decision to construct 100-bed
upazila helath complex in such upazilas where 31-bed health complex remains 50
per cent occupied.

He also alleged that the government has appointed over 20 healthcare
professionals to one union sub-centre which is not even functional.

According to experts, in many countries of the world healthcare purchasers and
providers are separate authorities. In Bangladesh, the government plays the role
of both purchaser and provider. They suggested splitting the two authorities to
streamline the health sector.

Experts and physicians also suggested making the community clinics functional to
achieve the UHC coverage as it is a basic human right. Without affordable, quality
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and accessible healthcare for all, sustainable development goal (SDG) will not also
be achieved.

msshova@gmail.com

Financial Express

HEALTH MINISTRY FAILS TO

EXECUTE NEED-BASED RESOURCE
ALLOCATION

Kamrun Nahar | February 17, 2018 00:00:00
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The Ministry of Health did not implement need-based resource allocation mechanism in one
year to ensure equity and efficiency, although it was suggested in the 4th Health, Population
and Nutrition Sector Programme (HPNSP).

The same mechanism was proposed in the 3rd HPNSP (2011-2016).

The Executive Committee of National Economic Council (ECNEC) approved the 4th HPNSP on
March 21, 2017 with the financial outlay of Tk 1,155 billion for the period of 2017-2022.

This is for the first time that the government's investment is around 84 per cent in the
programme, while the development partners' contribution is only Tk 188.47 billion.

This size of the present HPNSP is higher by almost 126 per cent than the 3rd HPNSP, where
the outlay was Tk 510.84 billion.

Public health experts criticized the present allocation process as inefficient, inequitable, and
centralized. It is based on number of bed and staff in post for salary and in-patient only.

It was found in a public expenditure review of 2005-2006, prepared by Health Economics Unit
and published in 2007 (HEU), that a patient of the most impoverished area gets Tk 100 per day
for meal.

A patient of a moderately poor area gets Tk 300 per day, and a patient of the well off area gets
Tk 200 per day. Only Tk 125 is allocated for one patient's meal per day in the present system.
One 50-bed upazila-level hospital gets Tk 65,200 per bed each year for medical and surgical
requisite (MSR) or drugs and a district-level hospital gets Tk 154,500 per bed each year. A
union-level hospital gets Tk 255,000 each year for MSR.

On the other hand, needs-based approach focuses on the health needs of a specific population,
the relative costs of different services, the relative costs associated with different areas or with
non-service delivery and use by patients in one area of services in another (cross-boundary
flows).

Dr M A Sabur, a public health expert, told the FE that the 4th HPNSP was effective from
January 2017. The need-based approach for resource allocation for the health sector was
proposed in the 3rd HPNSP too, which exists in theory only.

"The Ministry of Health is not an isolated one. The budget allocation by the Ministry of Finance
does not follow need-based approach.”

The concurrence of the Ministry of Finance is necessary for implementing the need-based
resource allocation from revenue budget, he also said.

Mr Sabur noted that the government's contribution is 84 per cent in implementing the 4th
HPNSP, which means the donors' share in it has been reducing gradually.

It is happening, as the government has been publicizing that the country will become a middle-
income one.

"On one hand, out-of-pocket (OOP) expenditure is one of the highest and it is increasing day by
day. Besides, the government's allocation in the health sector is declining gradually, and the
donors are restricting their fund flow for Bangladesh, indicating a gloomy picture,” he added.
Professor Rumana Huque of Dhaka University Economics Department said the main problem is
that there is no allocation for the outdoor patients. They are served with the same drugs, given
for in-patient beds, which has been causing various drug resistances.

"HEU has advanced a lot in the need-based resource allocation approach. Even HEU has
prepared a formula for this. The authorities concerned of the Ministry of Health should take
necessary steps to implement it," she suggested.

msshova@gmail.com



n HFG Bangladesh

The
Financial Express

MONEY IDEAL FOR HEALTH
MINISTRY GOES ELSEWHERE

11.1.1.2 Ombudsman to help ensure quality medicare services
Kamrun Nahar | April 07, 2018 00:00:00

The government has been allocating resources for health to 16 other ministries even as the core
ministry responsible for overall health outcome struggles to find money.

Health experts suggested integrating all these resources spent in a scattered manner into the
health ministry to help achieve universal health coverage (UHC).

They also suggested making the primary healthcare network of the government including
upazila health complex, community clinics and other facilities functional to help achieve the goal
of healthcare for all.

The government must ensure quality healthcare services by establishing National Health
Protection Authority as envisaged in the healthcare financing strategy (2012-2032), they said.
Talking to the FE, public health expert Dr Abdus Sabur said apart from the hospitals run by the
health ministry, there are Combined Military Hospital (CMH), Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB)
Hospital, Police Hospital, Jail Hospital, Central Drug Addiction Treatment Hospital, Government
Employees Hospital, and Railway Hospital.

Local government authorities run health centres.

People of three districts under the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) get health care service by hill
district council, social welfare ministry can donate money to any patient if they are eligible to
get the fund for treatment.

The ministry also donates money for the construction of various non-profit or philanthropic
hospitals.

Moreover, women and children affairs ministry has constructed the second unit of BIRDEM,
especially for the healthcare services of women and children.

Fire Brigade will construct a 500-bed burn hospital near its headquarters, he added.

"The main challenge for Bangladesh in ensuring universal coverage is insufficient resources.
But the government has been distributing resources in a scattered way, ultimately producing
hardly any significant outcome," Mr Sabur said.

He said the government itself had been wasting money but the health ministry is the authority
accountable for health.

Mr Sabur wondered why the health ministry does not claim the budgetary allocations diverted
elsewhere.

The health minister, however, remains vocal, and has long demanded boosting budgetary
allocations for his ministry.

Mr Sabur's comments come as Bangladesh observes World Health Day today (Saturday) with
low budgetary allocation for health, high out-of-pocket expenditure (67 per cent), which is
gradually rising.

While this year's theme is "Universal Health Coverage For All, Everywhere", the country suffers
from insufficient health workforce and low-quality healthcare service.
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Out-of-pocket expenses account for some 67 per cent of total health expenditure, which is
associated with low government health budgets.

The disproportionate out-of-pocket cost falls on the poor.

According to a recent data of the World Health Organisation, about 5.2 million people slip below
the poverty line every year in Bangladesh due to health expenditure.

About 22.5 million people have been facing sudden shock of health expenditure in the country.
In this context, an increase in the health budget is one of the major requirements for achieving
universal coverage.

Regarding the role of the state in ensuring quality healthcare service, Dr Sabur said the state
must monitor the service quality at government hospitals and health centres and regulate the
service of private hospitals and clinics.

But the government facilities are always kept beyond the law and the laws and regulations are
meant for the private sector only, he added.

Director of the Institute of Public Health of Dhaka University Professor Hamidur Rahman said if
the resources spent by the civil administration for health can be integrated with the budget of
the health ministry, then the resource constraints would be reduced to some extent.

The hospitals under other ministries can be brought under the purview of the health ministry, he
argued.

Regarding the achievement of universal coverage, he said Bangladesh must focus on primary
healthcare network like upazila health complex, community clinics as outpatients are going to
gquacks or private hospitals and clinics as they do not receive proper treatment at the public
facilities.

In case of in-patients, the patients are overcrowding the district and tertiary hospitals, a
situation he blamed for the declining quality of services and rising healthcare costs.
msshova@gmail.com
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e China cuts tariffs on imports from Bangladesh, four other countries
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UNIVERSAL HEALTH COVERAGE: AN
UNACHIEVABLE TARGET FOR
BANGLADESH!

Nurul Islam Hasib, bdnews24.com

Published: 2018-04-08 00:21:07.0 BAST Updated: 2018-04-08 01:01:29.0 BAST

When the last health facility survey was released in 2015, it raised many eyebrows as it revealed a
pathetic picture on the availability of basic amenities and equipment in both government and private
facilities at the districts and levels below.

Only around 25 percent of such facilities had all the six basic equipment - stethoscope, thermometer, blood
pressure apparatus, adult weighing scale, child or infant scale, and a light source - a list WHO and USAID
propose for basic health services.

Experts instantly questioned the quality of care.
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Money was not the problem to buy those as Bangladesh buys health equipment worth millions of dollars.
The fact is that those who are responsible are not paying attention.

The question of accountability and quality comes again as the

U N I v E R S A L World Health Day celebrated on Saturday was themed on
‘Universal health coverage or UHC for everyone, everywhere’ -
H E A LT H calling upon the countries to provide quality healthcare

C 0 v E R A G E v services to all when and where they are needed.

Bangladesh sets the target to reach the UHC goal by 2032.

“It's an ambitious goal,” Dr Ishtiaque Mannan, a Bangladeshi
public health expert and deputy country director of Save the
Children, told bdenws?24.com, referring to the weak
regulations, lack of accountability as well as governance in the health sector.
“It's all interlinked,” he said. “If we cannot ensure accountability, we cannot ensure quality. And without
quality, there is no universal health coverage.”

UHC is a way of preventing people from falling into poverty due to heavy out-of-pocket expenditure during
medical treatment. The concept is that people should have access to quality healthcare without getting into
financial trouble.

In Bangladesh, people spend over 65 percent of their entire health expenditure on their own, which
estimates suggest pushes 5 percent of them into poverty every year.

UHC - two misunderstandings

The British medical journal, The Lancet editor-in-chief Richard Horton, on the world health day, warned
when contemplating how to achieve “health for all” through UHC, “two dangerous misunderstandings must
be addressed.”

“UHC is neither a destination to be reached nor a panacea for delivering better health, even in its broadest
definition.”

He said as every country that can claim to have reached UHC will surely testify—from the UK to Japan,
Canada to Australia—the notion of a destination is “illusory”.

“No country ever completely reaches all of its people with all health services. Disparities are endemic. And
even for those people who are covered, sustaining that coverage throughout their lives is a permanent
technical, financial, and political struggle.

“The social contract on which government and people establish UHC is under continuous attack—from
other equally deserving social causes, constantly expanding expectations of a demanding population, and
increasingly expensive health technologies.”

Presenting UHC as a panacea for achieving health is an even more treacherous misunderstanding, he
said.
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“A viable, high-quality health system is necessary but not sufficient to achieve health for all,” he
wrote. Instead, governments must assess the most critical threats to the health of their populations and
target their actions accordingly.

UHC alone did not defeat what were once common infectious diseases. It took broad political programmes
that included better living standards, upgraded housing, improved nutrition, and safer water and sanitation.

For example, tackling cardiovascular disease required tobacco control. Stalling the current epidemic of
diabetes will demand policies to attack rising rates of overweight and obesity. Strong vertical programmes,
not UHC, have been responsible for turning the tide against AIDS, malaria, and child mortality.

“Make no mistake. It is not a choice between universality and verticality. It is the judicious combination of
both,” he said.

Set priorities

Dr Mannan suggested Bangladesh prioritise its own issue. “We have to take one step at a time. We cannot
do everything at a time,” he said, adding that regulatory aspect should be prioritised and have to be
enforced.

“Itis just 12 years before the SDGs ended. One of the weaknesses of the SDGs is that there is no
significant financial commitment. So it is difficult for the countries like Bangladesh to mobilise internal
resources for holistic development within this short period because we don’t have that required
governance, order and regulatory system.

“Universal health coverage is ultimate care to reach all the people. So its too ambitious and too early to
call,” he said, suggesting prioritisation of works.

“If we cannot set the priorities, then the journey can be lost.”

Prof Syed Abdul Hamid, director of the Dhaka University’s Health Economics Unit, also agreed to
strengthen health system.

“Lack of good governance is the number one problem, no doubt. But can you address that overnight? No.
So what to do? The government knows that. Everything is on paper. But there is no implementation,” he
said, adding that the ongoing five-year programme of the health sector detailed the way of strengthening
health sector.

For achieving UHC, he said, in Bangladesh perspective, the first focus should be on making government
facilities at Upazilla and the level below useful with adequate workforce and equipment so that people take
services there.

“The out of pocket spending is very high as people are going to the private facilities.
"In many remote places, the government services are not functional.

"There is no quality of care. If we can bring them to the government facilities, then their cost of treatment
will be reduced,” he added.
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PRIORITISE UNIVERSAL HEALTH
COVERAGE, PROVIDE QUALITY
HEALTHCARE TO ALL: WHO

Nurul Islam Hasib, bdnews24.com

Photo: Unicef
PreviousNext

The World Health Organization has called upon the countries to step up their efforts towards Universal
Health Coverage (UHC) and provide quality healthcare services to all when and where they are needed.

The UN agency on the World Health Day to be celebrated on Saturday in Bangladesh as elsewhere in the
world launched a new campaign — ‘Universal Health Coverage: Everyone, Everywhere’.

The campaign will run throughout the year when the governments will be encouraged to devise new
policies to deliver UHC.

“Universal health coverage is central to improving health and well-being — a fundamental human right,”
said Dr Poonam Khetrapal Singh, Regional Director of WHO South-East Asia, on the occasion of the Day.
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“It is imperative for a country’s well-being as healthier populations create the productive economies,” she
said.

UHC has become a buzzword in the health sector as WHO and the World Bank are promoting this as a
way of preventing people from falling into poverty due to heavy out-of-pocket expenditure during medical
treatment.

The UN General Assembly on Dec 12 in 2012 adopted a resolution emphasising health as a critical
element in international development.

The resolution urged all countries to provide universal access to healthcare to their citizens without
suffering from the consequences of financial hardship. The date, Dec 12, was declared as the UHC day.

The UHC concept is that people should have access to healthcare without getting into financial trouble.

Bangladesh has made progress in the health service delivery and reduced the burden of infectious
diseases. Maternal mortality and under-5 child deaths have been cut significantly.

Despite those gains, experts say quality remains as a big challenge.

People have to spend over 65 percent of their entire health expenditure on their own, which estimates
suggest pushes 5 percent of them into poverty every year.

“We adopted a healthcare financing strategy in 2012 to achieve universal health coverage by 2032,”
director general for health services Prof Abul Kalam
Azad told bdnews?24.com.

This undated photo from UNICEF website shows Prof Abul Kalam
Azad, director general for Bangladesh health services, giving a
brief on how ICT applications are improving the coverage and
quality of health services.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina also pledged to achieve
universal health coverage by 2032 at the 64th World
Health Assembly in 2011.

The government has also launched the UHC project on

a pilot basis in three Upazillas of Tangail district.

But, the director general said, with the SDGs focusing on the issue, Bangladesh is now looking forward to
achieving the target by 2030, the end year of the global goals.

UHC has also become a central element in the adoption of the SDGs as good health underlies all aspects
of development and this is reflected in Goal 3.8.

WHO says the UHC includes the full spectrum of essential, quality health services, from health promotion
to prevention, treatment, rehabilitation, and palliative care.
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The WHO also acknowledged that in recent years, all
Member States of the region including Bangladesh had
taken several initiatives which have helped improve
access to essential health services. However,
challenges remain, Dr Khetrapal Singh said.

Nearly half of the WHO South-East Asia Region’s
population still lacks full coverage of essential health
services.

Significant inequalities persist. Poorer people and those
in rural areas have lower access than richer people, and
those living in urban areas.

Some 65 million are pushed into extreme poverty, mainly due to paying out-of-pocket for medicines,
especially for non-communicable diseases such as heart disease, diabetes etc., and other common
ailments.

Dr Poonam Khetrapal Singh. Photo: WHO

Dr Khetrapal Singh said more efforts are needed to
increase human resources for health, enhance skills of
health workers and aid staff retention in the rural and
hard-to-reach area, to ensure quality health services are
available for everyone, everywhere.

Health services must be planned around the needs of
the people, she said, highlighting that by 2020 more of
the Region’s population will be over 60 than under-five.

“Hence, an ageing population, reversing the growing burden of non-communicable diseases, and early
detection and timely treatment of infectious diseases, should be the focus of frontline services.”

“Increasing access to quality and affordable essential medicines is also fundamental. Paying out-of-pocket
for medicines is the leading cause of financial hardship from health care spending in this region,” the
Regional Director said.

“UHC is feasible and can be achieved progressively, sometimes with rapid, ground-breaking strides;
sometimes via gradual though crucial reform”.

=NewNation
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RESOURCE MOBILIZATION TO ACHIEVE UNIVERSAL HEALTH COVERAGE
STRESSED

By

City Desk :

Health experts on Monday said resource mobilization is one of the important components
to achieve Universal Health Coverage (UHC) by 2032 as it ensures access of all segment of
people of the society to healthcare facilities.

"Adequate financing in the health sector is needed to provide quality healthcare facilities to
the people particularly economically vulnerable population of the country,"” Dr.
Muhammod Abdus Sabur, a health expert, told media.

There are a number of broader development and health system issues critical to the success
of the proposed health care financing strategy, he said. Among others, these include social
safety nets, human resources management, development, pharmaceutical management,
rational use of drugs , adequate health care technology, public and private partnership and
governance, Sabur added.

Governance is a very important element for better utilization of resources which eventually
will help provide quality health services to a large number of people of the society, he said
adding authorities should ensure governance in the financing of health sector.

"The country lacks inadequate number of healthcare professionals. So, it needs to create
more medical professionals to reach healthcare services to rural people for achieving
universal healthcare facilities. Bangladesh must ensure participation of people of all strata
to develop better healthcare system through mobilizing resources as the government cannot
alone achieve UHC, Director of Institute of Health Economics of University of Dhaka
Professor Dr Syed Abdul Hamid said. "We have to develop an effective and credible
health insurance system to overcome financial hurdle against any catastrophic disease," he
added. The high out of pocket spending and the catastrophic impact of the health care,
especially on the poor and vulnerable, must be decreased and financial protection for health
must be increased, Dr Syed added. "We have to create innovative ideas to generate
resources for any emergency response to catastrophic diseases.... Both government and
non-government organizations needs to create fund on health expenditure to ensure
Universal Health Coverage," he added.

Activities facilitating UHC in Bangladesh has gained new momentum following the
commitment of the Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in the 64th World Health Assembly in
May 2011 to achieve UHC by 2032. Some strategic initiatives undertaken since then
include the formulation of the Health Care Financing Strategy 2012-2032, Communication
Strategy for UHC 2014-2016 and Bangladesh National Health Accounts-2015.

Former Director General of Health Economics Unit Md Asadul Islam said Bangladesh has
achieved remarkable success in primary health care services delivery though it has the
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lowest per capita health expenditure in the SAARC region.

This country has been plagued with the burden of unacceptably high out of pocket
expenditure at the level of 64 percent of total health expenditure, he said, "The government
spending is around 26 percent. The economically vulnerable population of the country is
threatened with impoverishment in case of catastrophic illness."

Neéws Teday

RESOURCE MOBILISATION CAN HELP
ACHIEVE UNIVERSAL HEALTH COVERAGE

Health experts on Monday said resource mobilisation is one of the important components to achieve Universal Health
Coverage (UHC) by 2032 as it ensures access of all segment of people of the society to healthcare facilities, reports BSS.
"Adequate financing in the health sector is needed to provide quality healthcare facilities to the people particularly
economically vulnerable population of the country," Dr. Muhammod Abdus Sabur, a health expert, told the news agency.
There are a number of broader development and health system issues critical to the success of the proposed health care
financing strategy, he said. Among others, these include social safety nets, human resources management, development,
pharmaceutical management, rational use of drugs , adequate health care technology, public and private partnership and
governance, Sabur added. Governance is a very important element for better utilisation of resources which eventually will
help provide quality health services to a large number of people of the society, he said adding authorities should ensure
governance in the financing of health sector. "The country lacks inadequate number of healthcare professionals. So, it
needs to create more medical professionals to reach healthcare services to rural people for achieving universal healthcare
facilities. Bangladesh must ensure participation of people of all strata to develop better healthcare system through
mobilising resources as the government cannot alone achieve UHC, Director of Institute of Health Economics of University
of Dhaka Professor Dr Syed Abdul Hamid said. "We have to develop an effective and credible health insurance system
to overcome financial hurdle against any catastrophic disease," he added. The high out of pocket spending and the
catastrophic impact of the health care, especially on the poor and vulnerable, must be decreased and financial protection
for health must be increased, Dr Syed added. "We have to create innovative ideas to generate resources for any
emergency response to catastrophic diseases.... Both government and non-government organisations needs to create

fund on health expenditure to ensure Universal Health Coverage," he added. Activities facilitating UHC in Bangladesh has
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gained new momentum following the commitment of the Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in the 64th World Health Assembly
in May 2011 to achieve UHC by 2032. Some strategic initiatives undertaken since then include the formulation of the
Health Care Financing Strategy 2012-2032, Communication Strategy for UHC 2014-2016 and Bangladesh National Health
Accounts-2015. Former Director General of Health Economics Unit Md Asadul Islam said Bangladesh has achieved
remarkable success in primary health care services delivery though it has the lowest per capita health expenditure in the
SAARC region. This country has been plagued with the burden of unacceptably high out of pocket expenditure at the level
of 64 per cent of total health expenditure, he said, "The government spending is around 26 per cent. The economically
vulnerable population of the country is threatened with impoverishment in case of catastrophic illness." Referring to the
current budgetary allocation of 5.16 per cent on health, Asadul said Bangladesh will require more than just increased
financial resources for health, it will require improved ways of organising resource mobilisation, allocation and expenditure
in order to obtain the maximum value for money to ensure equitable and sustainable financing and financial protection

against the health expenditure for the entire population.
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Published news articles about UHC Regional dialogue series:
(Covering both national and local)
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‘Ban medical reps, ensure doctors’ time for patients’
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Medical representative who push their brands with lucrative incentives snatch away the doctors’ time supposedly
dedicated for patients at public hospitals, a civic forum observes.

However, authorities say, such is not the case in Jhenidah Sadar Hospital where they have banned the
representatives of pharmaceutical companies during the hospital hours.

Leaders of recently launched platform ‘Healthy Bangladesh’ heard the story during a civic dialogue on universal
health coverage at Jhenidah pourashava early this week.

The hospital’s superintendent Emdad Haque civil surgeon Rasheda Sultana and pourashava mayor Saidul Karim
Mintu narrated how they made certain improvement in the healthcare facilities meant for the commoners.

Inadequate time given by the physicians to patients is a major cause of poor health outcomes, the meeting was told.

The problem is found to be equally serious with private practitioners as there are allegations that patients receive
physicians' consultation for as low as 1 to 2 minutes during a visit. The civic leaders were informed that as against 216
posts of doctors in Jhenaidah district, actual number of doctors available was only 73, according to a press release
issued by Healthy Bangladesh host PPRC in Dhaka on Wednesday.

It said Jhenaidah Sadar Hospital with the assistance of Community Support Platform, led by the mayor, has
implemented a number of practical improvements that has given hope for a replicable hospital management
model in Bangladesh.

The dialogue was part of a grassroots advocacy campaign titled ‘Prerona’, by the Healthy Bangladesh team.

Healthy Bangladesh convenor and PPRC chair Hossain Zillur Rahman led the team that included Gano Shashtahya
Kendra founder Zafrullah Chowdhury, former secretary AMM Nasiruddin, former health directorate DG Abul Faiz,
BRAC vice-chair Mushtaque Chowdhury, Wateraid country representative Khairul Islam, CIPRB director Fazlur
Rahman, Everest conquerors Nishat Majumdar and MA Mohit and president of Municipal Association of Bangladesh
(MAB) Md. Abdul Baten.

PPRC and Jhenaidah pourashava jointly organised the event covering a visit on school health, low- cost innovative
housing, human waste treatment plant and civic rally.

Hossain Zillur Rahman announced launch of a countrywide ‘Model campus award’ competition
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Banning medical reps will ensure time
for patients in public hospitals

Public hospitals in Bangladesh have
the buildings and the equipment but
not the doctor's time for the patients. A
major reason is the time given to med-
ical reps who are 'pushing’ their brands
with lucrative 'incentives'.

In a visit to Jhenidah Sadar Hospital
and subsequent civic dialogue at
pourashava, recently launched Healthy
Bangladesh platform leaders heard
from hospital super Dr. Emdad's team,
civil surgeon Dr. Rasheda Sultana and
Community Support Platform chair
and poura mayor Saidul Karim Mintu
how the situation has improved after
they banned medical reps from the
hospital during hospital hours, accord-
ing to a PPRC press release.

Inadequate time given by doctors
to patients is a major cause of patient
dissatisfaction and poor health out-
comes. The problem is equally seri-
ous with private doctors - there are
allegations of patient receiving as
low as one to two minutes of doctor
‘consultation' per patient.

Jhenidah sadar hospital with the
assistance of Jhenidah mayor-led
community support platform has
successfully implemented a number
of practical improvements that has
given hope for a replicable hospital
management model in Bangladesh.
It may be noted that progress on
SDG 3 Universal Health Coverage
(UHC) is hampered due to poor hos-
pital management, low priority on
school health and imbalanced and
inadequacies of health work force.

As against sanctioned post of 216
doctors in Jhenidah district, actual
number of doctors available was found
to be only 73.

As part of its grassroots advocacy
campaign titled 'Prerona’, a Healthy
Bangladesh team led by its convener
PPRC Chair Hossain Zillur Rahman
made a two-day visit to Jhenidah.

The other team members included
Gano Shashtahya Kendra Founder
Dr. Zafrullah Chowdhury, former
Health Secretary AMM.

Nasiruddin, former DG, Health Dr.
Abul Faiz, BRAC Vice-Chair Dr.
Mushtaque Chowdhury, Wateraid
Country Representative Dr. Khairul
Islam, CIPRB director Dr. Fazlur
Rahman, Everest winners Nishat
Majumdar and M.A. Mohit and Md.
Abdul Baten, president of municipal
association of Bangladesh (MAB).

PPRC and Jhenidah pourashava
jointly organised the event that
included visit on school health, low-
cost innovative housing, human
waste treatment plant, civic rally
and civic dialogue on universal
health coverage (UHC).

Hossain Zillur Rahman
announced launch of a countrywide
Model Campus Award competition
for secondary schools on behalf of
the Healthy Bangladesh platform.
Mayor Saidul Karim Mintu stressed
the importance of institutionalised
community support platform for
bringing about sustainable progress
in UHC and liveable cities.
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PPRC proposes 'SDG
Champion' competition

FE Desk

Healthy Bangladesh convener Hossain Zillur
Rahman has proposed a 'SDG Champion' com-
petition for Bangladesh district and upazila
towns.

His proposal came at a press briefing of the
Prerona (district dialogues) programme after a
visit held at Jhenaidah pourashava recently,
according to a statement.

The two-day visit by eminent citizens on
August 12-13 highlighted the stark challenges
faced by secondary cities beset with poor health-
care and rising healthcare cost burden, new sani-
tation disposal challenges such as fecal sludge
management, livable housing for the growing
number of urban poor and poor condition of
school health.

The encouraging finding is that if local gov-
emments take the lead in engaging communities
in solving the emerging challenges, viable solu-
tions can emerge.

Jhenaidah is pioneering a number of innova-
tive solutions that offer important lessons for

national policy-makers. Healthy Bangladesh
team will facilitate this micro-macro lesson-
leaming.

Hossain Zillur was leading a high-profile
Healthy Bangladesh team that included Gano
Shashtahya Kendra founder Dr. Zafrullah
Chowdhury, former Health Secretary AM.M.
Nasiruddin, former Director General of Health
Dr. Abul Faiz, BRAC Vice-Chair Dr.
Mushtaque Chowdhury, WaterAid Country
Representative Dr. Khairul Islam, CIPRB
director Dr. Fazlur Rahman, Everest winners
Nishat Majumdar and M.A. Mohit and Md.
Abdul Baten, president of Municipal
Association of Bangladesh (MAB).

Power and Participation Research Centre
(PPRC) co-organised the event with Jhenaidah
pourashava. Jhenaidah DC Zakir Hossain and
civil surgeon Dr. Rasheda Sultana joined the
team during their visit to the Jhenaidah sadar
hospital.

Mr Zillur noted that the next grass-root visit
under the Prerona programme, which is support-
ed by USAID/HFG will be held in Bhairab.

speaking at a press conference on the Prerona (district dialogues) programme at
Jhenaidah pourashava recently.
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